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CHAP. I. 


' CONTAINS THE GENERAL OUTLINES 
or THE WORK. e 


1 
* 


N a certain ſquare not a hundred 
miles from the Royal Exchange, 3 
lived, (for we muſt not venture to write | 
in the preſent tenſe) a merchant, who, 
vol., I. B N having 1 


2 FAMILY PARTY. 
having acquired immenſe wealth by 
ſucceſsful commerce, had the generoſi- 
ty to ſpend it in the happy accommo- 
dation of his family, the primum mobile 
of which, being a ſiſter, to whom he 
conſidered himſelf under unſpeakable 
obligations, ſhe ſhall, according to 
her juſt claims to precedence, be the 
firſt introduced to our readers ac- 
quaintance. 


Mrs. St. John, (this good lady's 
name) had, at an early period of her 
lite, if not offended, at leaſt greatly diſ- 
| appointed her brother, by marrying a 
man of ſo abſurd a turn of mind, as to 
believe a captain in the militia, be- 
cauſe born to a ſmall paternal inheri- 
tance, and bred in idleneſs, was of a 
ſuperior order of beings to the whole 
mercantile 
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mercantile race—notwithſtanding ſo- 
ciety at large is ſo abundantly benefited 


by their exertions and enterprizes— 


no friendly intercourſe could therefore 
exiſt between them—in conſequence 
of which ſhe found herſelf compelled 


to ſpend her days on a remote ſpot in 
the country, for though the noble cap- 
tain ſpared no expence in his own 
- faſhionable appearance, and faſhionable 
excurſions—he did not think it necef- . 
ſary his wife ſhould move in a higher 
ſphere than that of a eps plod- | 
ding domeſtic ſuperintendant, your 
von vivants abroad being frequently 


the worſt of tyrants at home, nor 


were her children, from happening to 


be girls, held by him in better eſtima- 
tion; beſides, what, he begged leave to 
B 2 alk, 
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aſk, on her once attempting to re- 
monſtrate, had the ſiſter of a ſurly 
cit to expect, beyond what ſhe enjoy- 
ed, for had ſhe not the honor of being 
called by his name, and known for 
the wife of a gentleman wherever ſhe 
was ſeen or heard of: under theſe 
-auſpices did ſnhe for many a tedious 
* live, and under theſe auſpices 
ſme became a widow; and whilſt her 

brother, whoſe affection for her was 

ſuſpended, not extinguiſhed, was caſt- 
ing about for ſome happy device to 
enlarge her proviſion without wound- 
ing her feelings his more beloved 
wife died alſo, and left him in a ſtate 
of indiſcribable diſconſolation. 


The 
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The, news of this event reaching 


Mrs. St. John in her ſolitude, before 


her brother was able, as he conceived 
due, to give her the melancholy infor- 


mation, ſhe diſpatched a letter of the 


kindeſt condolence to him on the oc- 
caſion — lamented her ſituation and 


circumſtances, which rendered it im- 
poſſible for her to give him perſonal 
proofs of either her ſincere ſympathy 
for his loſs, or the heartfelt contrition, 
ſhe had long labored under, for hav- 


ing acted contrary to his wiſhes but 


love was the cauſe, and to him who 


knew what it was to be tenderly attach- 
ed, though not to the faſcination ſhe 


herſelf owned ſhe had been, could 


both pity and pardon the miſtaken 
conduct, of which love alone had been 
B 3 the 
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the cauſe—concluding the whole with 
an offer of taking upon her, if it could 
in any degree be ſoftening of his cares, 

the management of his houſehold, and | 
the guardianſhip of his children, and 
that he might be aſſured, her error in 
judgment would be found, much ra- 
ther a valuable qualification than a 
diſqualification for the taſk, where his 
children were concerned, as experience 
was ever more allowed to be the pa- 
rent of wiſdom. It is needleſs to add, 
that this offer was joyfully accepted 
by the poor merchant, after what has 
been already mentioned reſpecting this 
lady, who, over and above the at- 
tendance of a dozen ſervants, a coach 
and four at her command, an elegant 
villa to retire to when fatigued with 

28 the 
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: FAMILY PARTY.” 5 *. 
the f plendor of the town reſidence, 
and the firſt maſters in the kingdom 
for her daughters gratis, was reward- 

ed by him with exhauſtleſs liberality. 
The fact indeed, that Mr. Lawrence, 
her worthy brother, who had adored 
his wife, and in deſpite of her morti- 
fying procedure, loved his ſiſter, find- 
ing the poignant diſtreſs into which he 
was plunged, infinitely mitigated by 
the attentions ſhe voluntarily paid him, 
ſaw alone the merit of her attachment 
to him and his, without once advert- 
ing to the ſelf- advantages derived 
therefrom. The friend of his youth, 
together with an infant ſon, intended 
by him in a marriage with his daugh« 


ter, to perpetuate an amity. Noth 


B 4 ing 
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| tion, that | 


1 Paſſions, when, ſelfiſh, if their means are fair, 


7 FAMILY PARTY, 
ing but the iron hand of death TY 
have diſſolved, were likewiſe in the 
manſions of eternity—ſo that no ſe- 
cond ſource of conſolation being open 


to him, Mrs. St. John roſe daily, 


_ hourly, in her conſequence to his tran- 
quillity, in fo much that when abſent 
he was continually commending her, 


and was both relieved and revived 


when preſent, by her chearful conver- 
fation, 


To do Mrs, St. John juſtice how- 
ever, for we wiſh not to impeach, 
much leſs diſprove, Mr. Pope” s aſſer- 


me 


the high encomiums beſtowed, upon 
her by her brother, for ſhe was uni- 
formly in his and the children's fight, 
2 kind, a judicious, and an exemplary: 
woman, nevertheleſs this very lady, 


ſo competent, not only to ſubdue every 


great vice, but to preſerve the ſurface: 
of her conduct from blemiſh, had, in 
common with two thirds of the hu- 
man ſpecies, the misfortune to be en- 


ſlaved by a little ſecret infirmity that 


maintained its footing in the heart, 


under the fair ſeeming of a harmleſs. 


ſpark of ſelf- love, though. in reality: 
neither better nor worſe than the 
Hydra vanity — but ſo ſoothing. were: 
its whiſperings, and ſo ſoft its.impulles,, 
the. ſuſpected not, that with. all. her- 

 - mg eekhbea 
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ſhe was, we muſt confeſs, intitled to 
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celebrated correctneſs of temper, ſhe 


was ever more duped by this aſſidu- 
ouſly concealed inmate of her boſom. 


Mr. Lawrence, who was all good- 


neſs, candor and ſincerity, aſpired to 
no higher happineſs, as the young 


people grew up under his delighted eye, 
than to hear the public prints read 
by his eldeſt ſon at breakfaſt, with his 
ſiſter's comments upon the ſeveral arti- 
cles therein contained, whilſt his daugh- 
ter, his youngeſt ſon, and two, by him 
greatly admired nieces, ſat in filent 


admiration of the wiſdom and worth 
of her, who had wrought ſuch mira- 

cles for the general felicity, as ſaving 
the merchant from dying, as ny one 


EI 
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| predicted would be his fate, & of a bro- 
ken heart, f 


Olivia 4 Lydia St. John, (for the 
ſecret ſomewhat in their mother's breaſt 
had prompted. her to beſtow: thoſe 
paſtoral chriſtian names upon them) 
were ſuch good girls, as to be perfect- 
ly ſenſible of the favors heaped on their 
heads by their generous uncle—and . 
in the effuſions of their gratitude, 
when 227 4 727? in their own chamber, b 

pronounced him the beſt of men. 


Though both theſe young ladies 
might be called handſome, they were 
ſo totally unlike each other, that the 
eldeſt Miſs Olivia might have ſet for 
the portrait of a Juno, Miſs Lydia, 
36 _ far 
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character, as will appear hereafter. 


Their mother, whoſe wiſh it was to 
keep them as little ignorant as poſ- 
 fible of their perſonal perfections, 


faſhionable, as to beſpeak them allied 
to her by blood, however inferior in. 


4 Zing her ſecluſion from the world, as 
Lune called it, by the ill- natured autho- 
rity of her huſband, contrived to make 
a world: of her own, - dividing her time 
between the family buſineſs, the edu- 
cation of her girls and reading novels, 
with a variety of which ſne had been 
privately ſupplied by a genteel and well 


meaning 


for that of a Madona, nor was there 
one kindred feature in their mental 
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every other particular, for having du- 
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meaning neighbour, ſhe gave herſelf 

. credit for much intellectual cultiva- 
tion, and for having performed the 
part of an able preceptor to her chil- 
dren ; and here it was ſhe had taught 
them to ſpell, | ſpeak, and read with 
very tolerable propriety, to play on, 
and ſing to a fine toned guittar, preſent- 
ed her when young by her brother, 
and to adjuſt a celeſtial, as well as a 


- 


terreſtrial globe, to the ſolving of 
every common problem; on therefore,, 
being tranſplanted from their rural 
fituation, into the rich bed of their 
uncle's patronage and favor, they 
made rapid improvements in every 
branch of ſcience,” the elements of. 
which, however rudely, they had re- 
ecived in the country—talked French, 
and: 


1 
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and Italian, as it is deemed by unlet- 


tered parents when their offspring 
can aſk and anſwer a few trifling queſ- 

tions in thoſe polite languages—dan- | 
ced like gentlewomen, and were, in 
ſhort, tout 2 fait, what the world in 

- the common accepration of the word 
pronounces to be, very accompliſhed 
ladies. 


But though maſters can give leſſons. 


of faſhion and ton, they muſt ever- 
more leave their young pupils to ac= 
quire the practice, by circulating into 
high bred company, and as Mrs. St. 
John, with all her ſelf-celebriety, had 
never been naturalized to any other: 
climate, except in the days of her cap- 
Wy when ſhe could not be ſaid to 
exiſt 


FAMILY PARTY, 18 
exiſt at all, than that on the eaſt ſide 
of Temple Bär, the young ladies were 
taught graces of behavior in the 
morning, they were obliged to lay aſide 
at noon and for the reſt of the day, 
in order to bring themſelves down to 
a comfortable line with their uncle and 
family, though their mother was per- 
petually calling upon them to remem- 
ber the claims that good uncle had 

upon them to ſhew him ſomething for 
his money—and your toes, Olivia 
your ſhoulders, Lydia, with a ſuccef- 
ſion of ſimilar, &c's. were the objects 
of her conſtant obſervance and cor- 


2 
Wa 


rection. 


The good natured Mr. Lawrence, 
whoſe ultimate wiſh was to ſee the 
young 
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young folks happy, was greatly pain- 
ed by all theſe fort to pleaſe him, 
for he could not bring himſelf to be- 
lieve that ſuch ſchooling and criticiſ- 
ing was the method to render them ſo, 


yet ſuch was his extreme delicacy with 


reſpect to his ſiſters feelings and privi- 
leges, that he would not hazard wound- 
ing her, even for his own ſatisfaction 
—and therefore, on theſe occaſions 


only declared, that in his eyes, they 


were the beſt appearing, and beſt pol- 
liſhed girls in the who e city of Lon- 


don. 


3 br his own daughter, though 
the could not be ſtyled a beauty, ac- 
_ cording to Stern's definition, was much. 
more, for her countenance. was replete- 


with 
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FAMILY PARTY. 17 
with animation of goodneſs the va- 
rious ſenſations it manifeſted, being of 


that amiable and winning kind which 
demonſtrate an innocent and a bene- 


volent heart. 


Her mother's memory was revered 
by her, though her perſon was un- 
remembered, and as the firſt grief 
ſne had ever known was beholding her 
father's irreſtrainable tears, ſo next to 
him in her affection, ſtood the friend 
by whoſe happy exertions 1 * 
ceaſed to flow. 


Fer dear companions, Olivia and 
Lydia St. John, were conceived by 
her to be the moſt worthy and conde- 
ſcending girls upon earth, for they 
N nere 


- 


18 FAMILY PARTY. 

were always waving their own claims 

to do her pleaſure, and ſo good to her || 

brothers as to make it their care to, J 

ſerve and oblige them - kind creatures 
| | —for the eldeſt of the young gentle- 

| men, with a fine figure, had fifty 

MM thouſand pounds, independent of his 


father— his brother, twelve hundred 
pounds per annum, left him by a me- 
dical gentleman that was his god-fa- 
ther—and not inferior, in outward 
merit to the beſt in the groupe, and 
they were moreover commanded by 
their mother, for reaſons that perfect- 
ly correſponded with their own incli- 
nations to do every thing to gain their 
attachment. 


Ms. St. John, as a ſtroke of ſound 
policy, in order the more effetually i 
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to keep her young friends: to herſelf, 
whatever public place it was propoſed 
| they ſhould viſit, declared herſelf loud- 

ly, in favour of a FAMILY PARTY. The 
world, ſhe ſaid, was much changed 
ſince ſhe was young, and ſuch the un- 
fortunate effects of boarding ſchool | 
education, that no bluſh was ſeen to 
beautify a modern cheek—and what 
was a woman, however lovely, when 
the fine edge of female modeſty was 
taken off, but an object of the higheſt 
diſapprobation. The errors of her own 
paſt conduct — errors that had ſeparat- 


„„ 


ed her for years from her excellent 
brother, and laid the foundation . of 
every evil ſhe had experienced, origi- 
nated ſolely from her mixing with 


people, whoſe pride and preſum ption 
incited 
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incited them to imagine the man en- 


gaged in commerce muſt be both 
narrow minded and unbred—tenets, 
which ſhe, from the folly and weak- 
neſs of youth had unhappily imbibed, 
and which at a more rational period, 
ſhe had learned to renounce, and 
deeply repent of. Mr. Lawrence was 


touched by this open teſtimony of his 


ſiſter's kindneſs, and nodded his head 


to the children, as much as to ſay, do 
you not obſerve, there is no love loſt 


between us. 


But though Mrs. St. John had the 
addreſs to gloſs over her frailties, as 


ſhe was pleaſed to call them, until 


they aſſumed the ſhape of actual vir- 
tues—ſhe would never have been fully 
| 2 and 
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and finally reſtored to her OR 
place in her brother's heart, if diſ- 
agreement inſtead of harmony, had not 
marked her matrimonial choice, for a 
miſtaken one—a diſparity of ſentiment 
with her imperious huſband bringing 
her back to a uniſon with | thoſe of 
her brother, or at leaſt, gave every 
colour to her report, and every ſanc- 
tion to his credulity, that ſuch was the 
reality of the caſe. But to return to 
the lady's ſpeech—as therefore, ſhe 
ſaid, from the before-mentioned pre- 
miſes, ſhe was perſuaded her niece and 
daughters had no hereditary vices, ſhe 
was anxious to guard them agaiaſt the 
contagion of faſhionable ones; her 
nephews were now, ſhe thanked Hea- 


ven, at an age to ſquire them to places 
- 
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of polite reſort of whatever | kind , and 
it was her earneſt deſire to limit her 

connections to the ſmall, but highly 
valued circle of her immedi ate rela- 


tions. 


Mr. Lawrence thought her a pro- 
digy of wiſdom and noble mindedneſs, 
and the young people well ſatisfied 

with the company of each other, with- 
out the leaſt violence to their hearts, 


conſtituted her will, in this inſtance, 
their law. - 
The obtaining this great point— 


obtaining it with ſo much honor to 
herſelf — not as a piece of advice, 
which might have been unpleaſing, 1 
or a ſage fuggeſtion, to excite the diſ- 3 
Do agreeable I 
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agreeable idea of: a fetter, where every 
idea of bondage might have a dange- 
rous tendency, but as an act of ſelf- 
devotion to the welfare and the hap- 
pineſs of the family, over which ſhe 
preſided, afforded her ſuch triumph 
and exultation, as could not be ſuſtain- 
ed in her own breaſt, though it was 
alone intruſted to the ear of a long 
tried female friend, whom ſhe had 
brought with her out of the country, 
and eſtabliſned in the houſe of her 
brother, in the character of a ſub-go- 
vernant to the five children. 
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UT of all the public places Mrs. 

St. John delighted to frequent, 
the debating club had the pre-emi- 
nence; for, at the debating club ſhe 
would ſay there was food for the un- 
derſtanding. Converſation, indeed, ſhe 
confeſſed, as Addiſon aſſerted, engen- 


dered thoughts, and kept the mind both 


profitably and pleaſingly awake, but 
ſhe was convinced no private conver- 
3 $# | ſation 
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MY farioa whatever could teach ſuch ani- 
W mated or ſueh Juſt” diſeriminations of 
the true from the falſe pictures of life 
and mankind as thoſe diſcuſions pro 
and con maintained with equab learn - 
ing, genius and pleaſantry, at debating 
clubs from whence therefore ſne, 
herſelf, always n both 3 
And edifed. 


= Nay, to ſpeak the whole matter of 
ck at once, fo warm and great was 
che intereſt Mrs. St. John took in 
I theſe aſſemblies, that ſhe frequently 
¶ contrived to have. the pleaſure of hear- 
| | ing queſtions of her own propounding 
& handled in an able, nor to ſay a flat- 
WF tering manner, but was never capable 

1 Loe holding the balance fo; juſtly in her 
| OS Ry 
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breaſt, on ſuch occaſions, as to allow 
any gentleman debator, to be either 
wiſe, liberal or well diſtinguiſhing, 
who happened candidly to inveſtigate, 
in order, candidly to confute, or re- 


probate ker favourite opinions. pk 


She had always entertained a high 
notion of the judgment, penetration, 
taſte, &c. &c. the was born with, and 
which ſhe had taken no ſmall pains, 
at every convenient opportunity, to 
improve and enlighten—but the fame 
acquired by her, under her brothers ⁶ 
roof where ſhe reigned with deſpotic ll 
ſway—and was certain of guiding and 
regulating her ſubjects at will, had ſo 


far increaſed her natural ſelf-approba- 
tion, that ſhe at length began to deem 
| er JH 
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her abilities little inferior to thoſe of 
firſt rate eſtimation in the preſent 
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times, artfully lifting the ancients into 
unmerired conſequence; to counte- 


her own ſtandard. 


— 


Mr. Lawrence encouraged her fan- 
cy for debating clubs, on a two-fold 


account; for, in the firſt place, it 
XZ amuſed his fiſter abroad, and in the 


ſecond, abundantly amuſed him at 


home, for he was certain of hearing a 
re- canvaſs altogether of the preceding 
evening, when ſeated in his eaſy chair, 
and ſmoaking his pipe aſter dinner, 
previous to their ſallying forth in queſt 
of new ſubject matter, under the be- 
| "__ auſpices of their leader general, 
C2 Mrs. 


4+ 


X nance her reduction of the moderns to 


— 


Mrs. St. John, wherever it was her 
pleaſure to take them. 


Our readers muſt not, N however, 
be uninformed, that, however con- 
formable their behaviour or conduct, 
every ſeparate individual of this, (as 
Mrs. St. John denominated the united 
relatives of herſelf and brother,) moſt 
reſpectable old Engliſh family, had 
ſeparate, and with many of them, care- 
fully concealed propenſities. 


- Oliva, whoſe ambition was equal 
to her mother's vanity, loved to hear 
of heroes, and heroic actions, and her 
couſin Redman, the youngeſt of the 
Lawrences doated on the tragic muſe. 
Lydia, whoſe tics was as ro- 


mantic 
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mantie as her name, enjoyed all thoſe 
incidents and cireumſtances, by which 
the tender paſſions are intereſted, and 
Mr. Dennis Lawrence, the eldeſt fony 
divided his affections between bene- 
volence and commerce. Miſs Law- 
rence was pleaſed with drollery and 
ſentiment, and Mrs. St. John, ac- 
cording to her own report, delighted 
in views of domeſtic harmony, friend- 


ſhip and happineſs, each pas thei | 


gratified and mortified by turns, for 
it was a dull, or a charming; an 

| odious or an enchanting evening with 
them, in their private eſtimate, as the 
ſubject of debate accorded with, or 
was a diſcord to, their ideas and 
wiſhes, and to fill up the groupe, Mr. 
Lawrence, who might, with the moſt 
4 critical 


+> 
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criticat propriety, be called a ee 
of the world, was a compound, with 

due ſtrainings and drawbacks altoge- 

ther, but nature and reaſon being his 
never failing guides, he was the moſt 
conſtant in his likings and — of 

the whole family party. 


: Lydia's ſoft md however, for 
be perceived nothing of the romantic 
lengths it often carried her, rendered 
her his moſt pleaſurable companion, 
and this the more particularly as he 
thought there was a ſimilitude of men- 
tal conſtitution between her and his ſtill 
| painfully regretted wife; for tho' her 
worth and charms, he well knew, muſt 
never more return, he could not loſe 


- the remerabrance that ſuch things had 
been, 
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been, ſhe was therefore encouraged by 
him to viſit him in his library, where 


none but his daughter and herſelf were 


admitted; for in this retirement it was, 


that he indulged his melancholy reflec- 


tions on the days that were gone, and 


it was an interruption, that ſat uneaſy 
on his feelings, to behold any other 
perſon there except his choſen chil- 
dren. 


Sometimes, when uncommonly ſof- 


tened, he would moreover, in. theſe 


*. 


little private interviews, tell them the 
hiſtory of his firſt acquaintance with 


Mrs. Lawrence—the hiſtory of her 


perſections, and the hiſtory of his ſor- 
rows, and frequently ſtarting aſide 


from this melting ſubject, would 
C4 mention 


A 


/ 
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mention the merits . bis * loſt 
fri 5 I . ä 22115 


| a We were bred up, he would ſay, 
at the ſame. ſchool, ſerved our clerk- 
ſhips in the ſame. *'compting-houſe, 
was the confident of each other's hopes 
and fears, and on the fame day be- 
came happy huſbands; and would 
conclude theſe hints with a promiſe, 
yet unperiormed, of giving them one 
day to know how * Jeſſy was de- 
prived of her little intended, as he 
had taught her lifping tongue to call 
him, before hope itſelf expired of ever 
feeing him again — then kiſſing them, 
bade them reſume their lively amuſe- 
ments, for that he neither ought—or 
* to hang weights upon their 
tender 
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tender minds, and only left one re- 
queſt with Lydia, to love her couſin, 
with a true ſiſterly affection. 


Mrs. St. John, who was a great 
anticipator of improbable, as well as 
probable events, interpreted che words 
true fifterly alſektion on their being re- 
peated to her, in a ſenſe moſt agree- 
able to her ſchemes, for where indeed 
could her nephews chuſe better than 
her Oliva and Lydia, for perſonal or 
intellectual accompliſhments, and as 
for fortune, they had enough to make 
up the deficiency on the ſide of her 8 
girls; nor would her brother, ſne was 
certain, ſeek to reach beyond happi- 
neſs for his children, and thus already 
in her mind's eye, beholding them 

Cs 1 
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lady mayoreſſes—ſhe made it her buſi· 
neſs to watch every turn of feature, 
and every turn of ex preſſion, in order 
to diſcover the genuine bent of the 
young gentlemen's inclinations, but 
without ſucceſs; and, her vanity was 
ſo hurt at being foiled by two novices, 
and ſtriplings, whom ſhe had fupper- 
intended from their infancy, that ſhe 
- ſet them down, in her own mind, for 
either the moſt inſenſible, or the moſt | 
artful of their ſex. As for her daugh- 
ters, ſhe had not a doubt of poſſeſſing 
a clew to their hearts, and on this 
bim perſuaſion gave them credit for 
fifty little manceuverings in their con- 
cut, in conſequence of intimations 
received from her, which never once 
had entered their imagination; they 

| | had 


0 8 50 
of 
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had indeed learned a leſſon from her 
ſo frequently documenting them, 
which ſhe was as far from foreſeeing 
as ſhe was from intending them to 
learn, namely, to keep the door of 
their hearts, cloſe ſhut, and of courſes _ 
whatever was therein contained, from 
the knowledge of all their relations. 
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A FURTHER KNOWLEDGE OF TRR 
' FAMILY PARTY. 


RS. St. John, as vanity muſt 


ever have its altar and its ſacri- 
fices, though ſhe was, as we have al- 
ready obſerved, guarded at all points 
before her brother and the young peo- 
ple, had the pleaſure and relief of un- 
boſoming herſelf with the utmoſt ſe- 
curity to an humble friend, which 
friend was no other than the kind 
neighbour, 
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neighbour, who had largely contributed 
to enable her to ſuſtain het matrimo- 
| nial bondage, by helping her to books, 
that with her pliability of ſpirit, and 
warm imagination was the very. next 
thing to giving her a perſonal par- 
ticipation of all the delights they de- 
ſcribed, and a friend that was now be- 
come a no leſs eſtabiiſned, than a valu- 
able member of her brother's houſe- 
no ner \ þ Ae 


Mrs. Dickfon was, in truth, Mrs. 
St. John's repreſentative! in many do- 
meſtic regulations, and her co-operator 
in all, for being ſent for with Mr. 
Lawrence's conſent to aid his ſiſter in 
bringing up his, and her little ones 
ſhe had entered ſo ſincerely into the 
; advancement 


FL 
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38 
advancement of their happineſs, and 
acquitted herſelf of all her undertak- 
ings with fo much alacrity and kind- 
neſs, as to render herſelf dear to every 


Sounafpiring, nevertheleſs, was this 
woman's nature, that ſhe received as 
a favour, the due reward of her ſer- 
 vices—ſervices that gold cannot pur- 
chafe, or aught but gratitude repay, 
and ſo far did her mild and equal tem- 
per throw her into ſhade—that whilſt 
every -one was forward to extol her 
goodneſs—every one forgot her claims 
to conſideration and reſpect, for ſhe 
| had a ſmall independence left her by 
her huſband, yet appeared in no other 
| bghtto the public eye, than the favo- 
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rite ſervant of a lady to whom, be- 
hind the curtain, ſhe was the liſe, the 
ſoul, the repoſitory of her moſt ſecret 
thoughts, and the ſource of her higheſt, 
retired ſatisfactions from offering up 
daily incenſe, in the innocence, good 
nature and ſimplicity of her heart, at 
the ſhrine of Mrs. St. John's ſelf- de- 
dication—her toilet, at which Mrs. 
Dickſon did her the favour to attend, 
in order partly to receive an account of 
all that paſſed within her mind, or was 
the mere fabrication of her fancy —in 
all which this faithful and eafy com- 
panion, was much entertainet. 


It is, Dickfon, ſhe would ſome- 
times ſay, by one of thoſe untoward 
incidents which often happen in; life, 

Me. : that 
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that I ſhould be ſiſter to the only man 
on earth whoſe ample wealth, and 
princely ſpiritrenders worthy my hand. 
You ſee my power over his mind—his 
tears are wiped away, and his conduct 
is juſt what I pleaſe' to make it—and 
if, in a ſiſterly connexion, I am ſo 
reſiſtleſs, what ſhould I not have been 
placed in the character of a wife. I 
own to you, my dear Dickſon, that 
kor a huſband he has not either the 
perſon or the intellectũal endowmen ts, 
a woman like myſelf could make 
choice of—but then his wealth—a lady 
mayoreſs—do but think of that and 
marvel at my reſignation to my de- 
ſtiny ; for inftead of univerſal claims, 
and boundleſs power, I now hold every 
thing by courteſy—and my daughters 

xe! with 
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with aſtoniſhment J ſee it, are ſo 5 
inattentive to their preſent advantages, 
that I much fear, they will let the 
iron grow cold on the anvil—l. there- 

fore tremble every time my nephews 
go out alone, though for the ſhorteſt 
period, leſt they ſhould return with 
their hearts in chains: to ſome forward 
dow dy, that may take a lucky aim; 
for my part I have left nothing undone 
to promote the happineſs of my rela- 
tions—the offers, my good Dickſon, 
to your knowledge I have refuſed, is 
it not wonderful; — Alderman Drink- 
water, who died laſt year of a dropſy, 
he would have given worlds to obtain 
the honor of my fair hand—there 
would have been a coach and fix. for 
me, and the town is ſo wicked as to 
- a 
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ſay my cruelty killed him; again, 
Major Bounce, that we met, by ac- 
cident, at Iſlington Spaw—how he 
| followed, and ſighed, and ſued to win 
me—but no, I would not deſert my 
charge, and ſo loſt being a lady, for 
Sir Richard Bounce, his eldeſt brother, 
is fince dead, and he of courſe, is be- 
come a Baronet: And then Mr. Silver 
Tongue, as my brother uſed to call 
him the councellor, who now bids 
fair to be a judge - how I treated him 
— for the ring, Dickſon, had aftually 
bought, and the day, at leaſt in his 
own ation, was fixed when what 
did I, obdurate as I am, but cauſe it, 
(you muſt remember) to be reported 


I was gone to Scarborough—when 


ping down to our villa -I congra- 
| tulated 


— 
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ulated myſelf ſo — upon my 
unſhaken attachment to my brother, 
that I forgot to pity the diſtreſſed and 
diſappointed lover; ſo grievous, ne- 
vertheleſs, was the diſtreſs. and diſap= 
pointment to his feelings that] am aſ- 

ſured, he was not truſted alone by 

his friends with even a pair of gar- 


ters in his chamber, for above three | 


months afterwards ; yet here you ſee 


I am to tell it, and though I would _ 


not to be thought vain, I will, for 
this once, add, with undiminiſned 
charms, notwithſtanding every infer- 
nal deity on the poetical liſt were no 
doubt beſought to blight and deſtroy 
them.—But, Dickſon, we muſt not, 
when we are upon the chapter and verſe 
of my conqueſt, fail to remember the 
10 doctor 
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doctor — how laughable—for he bl 
lowed me wherever I went, like my 
ſhaddow, and would have renounced 
every earthly: tie to fatisfy- me; that 
all his fortune, if I ſurvived him, 
mould be mine. We will, however, 
talk no more of it at preſent, for it is 
an unending theme; but ſome day or 
other, when we have leiſure, juſt for 
the amufement of the mind, 1 will 
read you the hiſtory of my bleeding 
Aaurels, as the prebend humouroufly 

called them]; and yet J never was ſo 
| handforne, at leaſt 1 never thought 
myſelf ſo, cried ſhe, ( wing her face 
in the glafs) as my daughters, who 
_ you ſee paſs away their firſt bloom, 
unnoticed and unknoun — except by 
their couſins, who, from the nature 
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of their ſituations, are boun | down to 
a kind of Hobſon's choice, them or 
none on my word theſe, young fel- 
lows. would have made admirable 
anti- deluvian lovers; when, men togk 
up half a century in conſideringiwhe- 
ther they ſhould. declare their paſſion 
or not; and having declared, remain- 
ed in quiet acquieſcence with the fair 
one's-delay of fifty years more, before 
ſhe vouchſafed to promulgate her an- 
ſwer, a predicament, that would pre- 
ciſely ſuir Olivia and Lydia St. John; 
for readily would they have ſubmitted 
to the obſervance of every etiquette 
of demur, or procraſtination, that age 
or long life, and dow determining 
could have deſired. 5 
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and told her, he had a preſent for her, 
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vet Dickſon, cricd the lady, after a 
Mort pauſe, what is the liſt of lovers 
1 can produce, to the multiplicity 
that have eſcaped my memory; fool 


that I was to burn the ſonnets, and 
acroſtics theſe features have given 


birth to- for they would have ſpoke 


the flattering attentions I have receiv- 
"ed, and which it would ill become me, 
perhaps, to recite; and then my con- 
verſation —oſten and often has it been 
exclaimed— good God, how ſhe can 


talk — but I think, ſaid ſhe, lowering 


her voice, I hear my brother's foot, 
and theſe feminalities are all entirely 


between ourſelves. 
Mr. Lawrence tapped at the door 


Juſt 


joſt brought from on board an India- 
man it was a ſet of beautiful dreſſing 
han - ſo beautiful that Mrs. St. 
John felt it incumbent on her to pre. 
ſerve her reputation with him, to ſhew 
the remembered he had a dau ghter. 7 
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I ought not to rob you of theſe, 
cried ſhe, whilſt her eyes ſparkled with 

| delight, they muſt be my nieces.— It 
will be time enough, replied Mr. Law- 
rence, for her to be miſtreſs of them 
when you have done occupying them, 
ſo receiye them now as my gift, and 
let them revert to Jeſly as your lega- 
cy, if ſhe ſurvives you. You are pro- 
fuſe in kindneſs, I muſt tell you, bro- 
ther, to me—adieu, ſaid the mer- 
chant—and let me leave this truth with 
a you, 
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you, that was a balance to be ſtruck 
of obligations between 'us—T' ſhould 
be found to owe you years, and to 
have claims upon vou, merely for 
— ſhells, 


He is a glorious friend, cried Mrs. 
St. John, as he ſhur the door, and ſo 
out ſtrips my wiſhes in munificence, 
that I ſhall certainly be as rich as a 
nabobeſs, and the envy of all that 
know me — But pray Dickſon make 
ſuch an arrangement of my boxes as 
to do honor to my toilet, and let me 
aſk you, by the way, when would 
either of my daughters, from the exer- 
ciſe of their underſtandings, perſonal 
merit being of no advantages here, 
have done as much as J have done for 
3 mxſat 
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tz in this fingle inſtance—not but 
Olivia has inherited a ſpark. or two of 
her mother's genius, and will ſhine, 
I will be bound for her, with the beſt 
of them, when the comes to be _ 
mayoreſs. 


To own the feelings, however, 
Dickſon, as 1 verily believe it, of 
human nature no woman can enjoy 
the eclat of a hoſt of admirers in—her 
daughters train—it is ſo ſtrong a me- 
mento of what ſhe herſelf has been, 
and every ſkip Jack, now a days, 
is prompt to have his filly jeſt and 
impertinent fleer at the old lady who 
brings her tall girl forward into life, 
though it is a million to one the mo- 
ther is the ſuperior beauty of the two 
VOL. 1. E —and 
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and might decently ſpeaking, paſs 


for her ſiſter. I have, however, I 
dare believe, as little to complain of, 
of this a kind, as any woman in the 
world, the ſhyneſs of Lydia and the 
reſpect of Olivia concealing their gra- 
ces, and leaving me an ample ſpace 
of action. But, Dickſon, what is a 
bleſſing undiſp layed; call in the girls 
and boys, and let them all be witneſſes 
of my good fortune and conſequence; 
and ſuch is the affection, the gratitude 
they bear me, that they will conceive 
my brother could not have made a 
ner: diſſ . 4 his en 


Olivia, Lydia, * eſſy were wich 
her in a moment, and were never 


_ weary of admiring the boxes, the in- 


739 
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fide of which Mrs. St. John had not 
once thought to explore; Miſs Law 
rence, however, was leſs ſuperficial 
in her obſervation ; and having open- 

| ed the one ſhe had in her hands, cried, 
dear aunt, there is ſomething i in them 
more than you ſeem aware of and 
what ſhould that ſomething on exa- 
mining prove, but a twenty pound 
note wrapped up in India paper, in 
each of them, inſcribed * to eu mw | 
and _ toilet bee | | 


This laſt ſtroke of fraternal gal- 37 
lantry, had its full effect on Mrs. 24 
St. John's feelings; ; for elegant dreſs 
being conſidered by her; in like man- 
ner with elegant drapery in a por- 

trait —a moſt ſtriking, and of courſe 

4, 1 1 
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a moſt eſſential article; riches, as the 
fine qua non of female happineſs, in this 
reſpect, was the ardent aſpiration of 
her ſoul, and ſo well furniſhed was 
her wardrobe, from being thus ima- 
gined paſſe par tout to fame and ad- 
miration, as not to have diſgraced a 


princeſs. 


Not that we would be underſtood 
to mean by this aſſertion, any other 
characteriſtic of a princeſs's wardrobe, 
than wealth; taſte in dreſs, (exceptin | 
the mode of dreſſing her children) was a 
gift Heayenhad not beſtowed upon Mrs 
St. John; nor did ſhe ſuſpect her ſelf- 
deficiency, however, whilſt gold ſup- 

plied the place of ſofter, and far more 
eligible decorations. 


loſs 


* 
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Olivia retired in diſcontent from 
this ſcene—why her mother the per- 

petual object of Mr. Lawrence's boun- 
ty and liberality ; if kindneſs and atten- 
tion to his family-could merit ſuch re- 
wards, ſhe was not without her claims 
to remembrance but he was blind to 
every one's conduct, where his ſiſter 
was - and wherefore, becauſe ſhe had 
a Manner of ſetting out her ſervices 
for ſhew, ſhe would not permit her 
children to practiſe; if, however, the 
ſuppoſed her children to be ſuch dupes 
as not to ſee through and through all 
her fineſſe and fine management, ſhe 
was much miſtaken, at leaft where 
her daughter, Olivia, was concern- 
ed; to whoſe view every art ſhe play- 
ed off, was a tranſparency, and the 
D 3 day 
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day might not be far diſtant, when the 


wheel of fortune, in its whirling round, 


would exalt thoſe that were' now at 
the; bottom, and diſdainfully over- 


look the pinicle point: theſe private 


ebullitions brought her into the tea 
room, and to the preſence of her 
uncle, when ſhe cleared up with as 
much addreſs, as her mamma could 


have done profeſſing her ſatis faction 
in the happineſs Mrs. St. John ſo 


apparently enjoyed from this new teſti- 
mony of her brother's generoſity. 


The young gentlemen now returned 
from 'Change, where Dennis, the 
eldeſt, was not aſhamed to appear 
every day, as his father's proxy —the 
proxy of a Britiſh merchant „ but with 

Redman 
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Redman the caſe was quite otherwiſe ; 
for while the neceſſity of his condition, 
as the ſon of a trader compelled him 
to mix with the money getting tribe; 
his great ſoul ſoared above every ple- 
bian care or connection, and he bleſ- 
ſed the gods for having made him ſo 
unlike his grovelling relations. 


Olivia bid them fly to her mother's 
dreſſing room to feaſt their eyes as 
| ſhe had done, with the beauties, the 
ſplendor of an eaſtern toilet. 


The gentlemen did as their couſin 
deſired, and having beheld the finery, 
told their aunt they were happy to ſee 
it in her poſſeſſion; for that ſhe de- 
: 45 5 99 derne 
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ſerved diadems, if in their power to 
place them on her head, q 


She bid them be gone, you put me 
in danger; faid ſhe, ſmiling, the dan- 
ger of becoming altogether the reverſe 
of what you tell me I am; for ſuch 
preſents and fuch compliments, if 1 
have an atom of vanity in my com- 
_ poſition, muſt awaken it, and undo 
me; they laughing, left her, and left 

| Her, in her own opinion, more than 
woman, though * not abſolute- 
* a divinity, 


How agreeably theſe boys compli- 
ment, ſaid ſhe ro Mrs. Dickſon, but 
it was I that taught them, amongſt 
the . other good leſſons they 

have 
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have received from me, to win, to 
ſooth, to fix the heart. 


And yet, Dickſon, rejoined he, 
ſighing deeply, ſach is the perverſe- 
neſs, or rather misfortune of my deſ- 
tiny, that I pine in the midſt of all 
theſe gay poſſeſſions, with anxiety for 
my childrens future eſtabliſhment and 
welfare, for I repeat to you again, they 
are a couple of ſenſeleſs chits that 
have no idea of taking fair advantage 8 
of their enamoratos—and their ena- 

moratos from being in perfect ſecurity 

reſpecting their admired d ulcineas, are 
| as cold and ſtupid -as themſelves; in 
ſo much, that I fear-the utmoſt reach- 
ings of my genius and talents will be 
inſuffieient to infuſe the neceſſary pro- 
„ methean 
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methean ſpark of fire to advance my 
wiſhes; let me then turn aſide my 


head from this pile of elegance, for 
Dickſon, Dickſon, it flatters, it con- 


ſoles me not; were I to die, and thoſe 


| who are formed of the porcelain clay 
; of humanity, as Doctor Johnſon calls 
it, to diſcriminate them from the 


_ coarſe multitude, are not immortal; 
what, would, what could become of 
the fooliſh creatures, notwithſtanding 
they are the offspring of ſuch a ma- 
_ Ln. 

* . Dickſon, . was, on \ alt oe 
3 Mrs. St. John's echo, la- 
men ted with great pathos, the poſſi- 


k ment i of which, this laſt ſpeech . 
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given her the idea; alas, alas, cried 

ſhe, with all your wit, and with all 
your cleverneſs, madam, cannot you 
ſtrike upon ſome remedy for ſuch 
alarming ills. Mrs. St. John ſighed, 
and ſhook her head; then for once, 
ſaid Dickſon, 1 think 1 have the ad- 
vantage of you; the DEBATING CLUB, 
might not a proper, and a healing 


queſtion be hit off at the DEBATING 
CLUB to bring matters into better 


* 
» 
"% 
* 


4 thank you 15 the e thhught, cried 
Mrs. St. John, rapturouſly, yes, Dick- 
ſon, I will draw up a queſtion, and 
you ſhall get it properly conveyed, 
that ſhall lead down to arguments of 
ſo Mare and ſo intereſting a na- 

4 D 95 5 ture 
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ture that theſe boys ſhall become fen- 
ſible of the happineſs within their 
power, and the girls of the ſelf-re- 
proach, unimproved opportunity will 
entail upon them for ever. 


Mrs. st. John WG fet ts 
work; and i in a few hours, manufac- 


tured this home queſtion, —** Whether 
-a fortune in a wife was not far prefer- 


able to a fortune with a wife, which 


ſhe faid ſhe would accompany with 
private hints, for weaving into the 


body of the oration, as cif growing 


naturally out of the ſubject of debate 


thoſe chings that were calculated to 


have the defired effect upon. her x daigh- 
enkel 9 8 


4 
« * 
Dickfon 
* 


8 
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' Dickſon Was in extabies - this, ma- 


dam, cried ſhe, clapping her hands 
together, will do, and let me alone 
for a private preſentation of it. 


* IC 


CHAP. IV. 


A VERY SHORT CHAPTER» 


7HILST 'Dickfon and Mrs. St. 
John were thus 'buſily em- 

* ployed; Lydia and Jeſſy obſerving Mr. 
Lawrence in better ſpitits than vufudl, 
"tripped after him to the library, and 
as. = told 
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| told him, they were come to claim 
his kind promiſe, of telling them all 
about the little huſband Miſs Law- 
. Fence had loſt, for that he ſcemed that 
day as if bs could tell it chearſully. 


My children, replied he, beholding 
them a moment in filent tenderneſs 3 
but you ſhall not be diſappointed, I 
wil try to recollect what paſſed with 
fortitude, - and to relate them with 
firmneſs; ſo bring your ſtools and let 


us ſeat ourſelves together, 


e "POS 
7 


..- You remember, my dears, I doubt 
not ſince you have remembered to aſk 
for the enſuing particulars, how far I 
_ proceeded in our late conyerſ; ations — 
to 


= 
4 
z « 
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to the marriage, fir, replied LIES 
2 yourſelf and friend. 


Mr. Lawrence would not truſt him- 
ſelf with a moment's preparation; ſo 
taking up his ſtory at the point 

Lydia reminded him he had broke 
off, he thus proceeded. | 


The woman, your mother, my 
Jeſſy, and Mrs. Lapelle, were unit- 


ed in friendſhip by every kind impulſe, 


and every amiable ſympathy, beſides 

the additional tie of their huſbands 

attachment. But our roads through 

life, from this period became widely 

different -I continuing a Britiſh mer- 

chant and Britiſh citizen, and Mr. 
"OY going t to Jamaica, 


In 
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In vain did I intreat him to join 
his intereſts and deſtiny with mine; 
his reply was that he ardently wiſhed 
to go abroad, that diſtance eould in 
no degree affect ſuch a friendſhip as 
ours; for though oceans on oceans 
rolled between us, it muſt be felt as 
lively and as ſtrong by each party as 
ir reſiding under the ſame roof—he 
therefore figured to himſelf a world of : 
delights; when, on the accumulation 
of the little wealth he aſpired to be 
maſter of, he ſhould return to his na- 
tive country, and obtain a . next 
to mint; in order that our connections, 


our pleaſures and our families men N 
be one and the e eee 


ſtance. 


FAMILY FARTY. 6b 
Mrs - Lapelle preſented him before 
they left England, with a fon—a lovely 
boy, which, out of compliment to 


me, was chriſtened Dennis Lawrence; 


and I beſought him to commit to mo 
the care of his infancy ; nor once think 
of expoſing him at ſo tender an age, 
either to the dangers of the ſea, or the 
ſhocks of an untried climate; a cruel ' 
fatality over-ruled all I urged; my 
complying; my kindeſt friend, in every 
other inſtance was in this obſtinate and 
invincible. Should Heaven, he would 
on theſe occaſions ery, bleſs you with 
a daughter, make me now a folemn 
promife, that from her dawn of rea- 
ſon, you will inculcate the love of our 

httle Denis in her heart; that we may 
live to future ages, in the happineſs 


the of 


2 
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ol our children — I mean, preventing 


my reply, continued he, with their own 
free conſent, and election, but let me, 
at the ſame time, add, that hardly en- 
dured by me would be the diſappoint- 
ment, if I find myſelf the parent of ſo 


degenerate a ſon, as to be capable of 
e any human being to the 


. 


ſhould "ay ha tat, Fg to 3 an 
alien to her father's virtues; tell her 
then daily, hourly, ſhould the choice 


gift of a female child be ever yours, 


that there is a little huſband ready for 


her, though in another ſection of the 


globe, at the period of ſuch informa- | 
tion, and be aſſured that Dennis ſhall 


not be unprepared, to love and claim 
her in due time. 


In 


EE & 
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In our farewell interview he renewed 
his intreaties on this head, when ſud- | 9 
denly tearing the babe from my arms, | 
he departed, to hide his own emotions; 
a departure thar, like an arrow through 
the air, leaves no trace behind it; for, 
O my children, Mrs. Lapelle lived 
but to hear of my daughter's birth; 
and that in return for her affectionate 
compliment to me, for it was by her 
earneſt deſire as well as her huſband's 
ſecret wiſh, that their boy was called 
after me, we had beſtowed upon this 
new bounty of Heaven, the name of 
Jeſſy—the name of this our daugh- 
ter's long engaged God-mother; and 
were reſolved faithfully to fulfil every 
promiſe of amity reſpecting our chil=- 
& eee 16 dren - 
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dren ſubſiſting between her huſband 
and myſelf. 230 


Poor Lapelle, incotifolable wid 


dower, as he was, for the purpoſe of 
changing the ſcence, and proving the 
efficacy of the aſſertion, by pouring 
his ſorrows into the boſom of friend- 


ſhip, which ſays, grief, when divided, 


is huſhed into peace; a few weeks 
after this melancholy event, embarked 
for England; his voyage, as a letter 
I received from him, written at the 
Maderias informed me, was not a 
proſperous one, previous to their 
touching at that iland - but with the 


flattering hope, having repaired the 


injuries ſtorms and tempeſts had done 
to their ſhip, they put a ſecond time 
Ce Al 


was 
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to ſea, impatient to reach the deſired 
port; never more my Lydia, never 
more my Jeſfy, ſweet, ſenſible, ſym- 
and left me to affirm, that the deep, 
never ingulfed a worther man, or rent 7 
aſunder a more heartfelt friendſhip. 


The letter from Maderia, which 
gave me an account of his voyage, 
told me alſo, that his boy, his only 
treaſure on earth, except me and 
mine, remained at Jamaica: the death 
of his wife having rendered his exiſt- 
ence ſo precious to him that he trem- 
bled to think with what temerity he 
had brought him to that iſland, 
well knowing his affairs would re- 
quire him to return once again; he 

4 5 had 
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had determined he: ſhould continue, 
until increaſed ſtrength and years, 
ſmould enable him with as little hazard 

as poſſible, to ſuſtain the . of 


the paſſage. | - 


By me, e aid Mr. 3 
rence, though enquired after with un- 


ceaſing perſeverance, until hope was 
no more, was this ſo highly valued 


child, ever heard of—whether he died 
on the iſland, or how he was convey- 


ed from thence — ſo extraordinary was | 


his fate, and ſo ſevere my diſappoint- 
ment, remains ſtill unaſcertained ; and 
thus did my little girl loſe in her very 
leading ftrings—her deſtined huſband, 
and the ſon of my tendereſt intereſt; 
yet weep not my darlings, the earth» 


Ig 
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quake and the hurricane will have 
their victims; and be aſſured for your 
comfort, that hard and difficult as the 
taſk has been; I am at length maſter 
of the ſcience of reſignation. 

He now made each of them a pre- 
ſent, to repleniſh their purſe and re- 
ſtore the harmony of their ſpirits, and 
ſaying he was going to dreſs, they bid 
him good morning and withdrew. 


* 


CHAP. 
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HA. . 


MRS. DICKSON'S VISIT TO THE 


* 


RS. Dickſon delighted with her 
commiſſion, and in all the ſim- 


plicity of well meaning ignorance— 


ignorance of the world, of manners, 
and of men, ſet forth the next morn- 
to execute it. She entered the great 
gates as uſual, but could behold no 
human being; ſhe aſcended the ſtairs 
with 
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with the ſame ill ſucceſs; but on gent- 
ly puſhing open the door of the cham- 

ber of polite and public reſort, in or- 
der to take a peep, ſhe perceived a 
young fellow, whoſe face ſhe imme- 
diately fancied was not unknown to 
her, ſeated ſolus on one of the benches, 
apparently loſt in thought and pro- 


found meditation, * 
* 


Her heart bounded with joy at the 


ſight of him; for even was ſhe miſ- 
taken as to having keen him before; 
he muſt be one of tlie gentlemen de- 
baters, from the wiidom of his coun- 
tenance, and the fituation in which 
ſhe found him ; ſhe therefore let down 
her apron and gown which were, till 
that moment, moſt carefully pinned 
VOL, I, e up 
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up around her, and having ſhook out 

her other feathers in ſuch a manner as 
to give her every poſſible advantage 
of appearance, approached him, but 
had made him three profound courte- 
ſies, and had thrice addreſſed him with, 
good ſir, by your leave, before he was 
awakened from his reverie, and by 
ſtarting, frightened her not a little. 
For me, madam, ſaid he, his eye 
glancing timidly, hopeleſsly over the 
note held out to him—can it be to me. 


Yes, ſir, cried Mrs. Dickſon, it 1s 
for no other earthly perſon than your- 
ſelf, if you are one of the gentlemen 
debators, that has ſo frequently enter- 
tained a lady, I could, but muſt be 
excuſed naming. Mr. Jervais, for ſo 

this 


„ 
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this young ſpark choſe ro be called, 

underſtood her in an inſtant, and af 

firming himſelf truly to be one of the 
happy men ſhe was in queſt of—open- 
ed the note with which ſhe preſented 
him—peruſed it with delight, and be- 
ſought her to accept of a diſh of cho- 
colate, and to dry her feet which he 
perceived (ſo quick ſighted was he) 
were very wet with her walk. 


"Dickſon, who thought it her duty 
to madam St. John, to cultivate the 
good graces of a man, who had it ſo 
much in his power to ſerve and oblige 
her—conſented to do as he defired ; 
and whilſt he withdrew, to provide 
an apartment, and procure her the 
EE JT gs offered 
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offered and accepted refreſhment, 1 
mented, as ſhe viewed herſelf in the | 
claſs, ſhe had made her cloaths in ſo 
terrible a pickle, by paceing rapidly 
through the dirty ſtreets—to the dif- 
grace, ſhe feared, of her whoſe meſſen- 
ger ſhe had the honor to be. A young 


woman now appeared, and told her 
ſhe came from the gentleman to con- 
duct her to a fire ſide, and a diſh of 
chocolate, that was quite ready for 
her, where ſhe found his converſation, 
ſhe aſſured Mrs. St. John, ſo very 
agreeable, and the chocolate ſo excel- 
lent, that ſhe did not remember to 
have ſpent a pleaſanter morning in her 
whole lite, 
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Mrs. St. John, exulting in her poli- 
tics, repaired early to the club room, 
on the evening of debate; in order 
that they might be well ſeated, ſhe 
ſaid, and have a good view of the 
debators, as for her part ſhe always 
loved to look at, as well as to hear, a 
fine cred; nn tbetf 


The queſtion being announced, a 
young fellow, not in the ſecret, thus 
addreſſed the audience; At that 
period of human exiſtence called the 
golden age, when the earth teemed 
with ſpontaneous plenty, and peace 
and concord were the ſummum bo- 
num of human felicity ; every aſpira- 
tion of young or old after fortune, as 


a matrimonial requiſite, would have 
1 a 
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been hi ghly abſurd, and highly ridi- 


 culous—a lovely perſon, a pleaſing 


temper, were the attractions which 


wound themſelves about the heart, and 


that determined the choice on all oc- 


caſions. But in theſe, our days, when 
ſplendor is happineſs, and amuſement | 


the buſineſs of life—this paſtoral con- 
duct muſt be reprobated, and under 


the Heavens, no two places can be 


more unlike each other, than Ar- 


cadia and Great Britain, ſhe there- 
fore who brings her thouſands, and 
her tens of thouſands, is the prize, 
ardently to be ſought for, and raptu- 
roufly obtained by every rational mem- 
ber of the Britiſh community. In 


what region the blind deity now holds 


_ dominion, is not therefore only un- 


known 
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known, but the knowledge is be- 
come wholly unneceſſary— Plutus, my 
friends, Plutus alone is the modern 
divinity, and at his ſhrine each ſex 
are forward to offer up inſence ; and 
what is it, let me aſk you, that gold, 
omnipotent gold, cannot procure its 
happy poſſeſſor; ſhould huſband's home 
prove diſagreeable to him, if his purſe 
is but well filled, he can erect a tem- 
ple for his houſhold gods on what- 
ever ſpot he pleaſes. Is his lady wife, 
capricious or petulent in her temper, 
provided ſhe has but brought him 
wealth, it is of as little! importance to 
his feelings as her form is to his eyes, 
for the world is his home; enjoyment 
his occupation, and an exemption from 
care, his unalienable privilege 3 cot- 
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tages and content he accordingly 
leaves to thoſe ſoft natures that can 
delight therein; Lydia St, John ſigh- 
ed, and whilſt they are languiſhing 
away their hours in purſuit of the ſhad - 
dow, he is enjoying the ſubſtance of 
felicity.” ; 
This ſpeech was received with va- 
rious opinions, according to the various 


taſtes and tempers of the hearers. 


The gay and the diſſipated extolled 
it to the ſkies; the unreflecting laugh- 
ed, and the ſerious ſhook their heads: 
Olivia St. ohn found it in uniſon to 
her ſentiments, but ventured not to 
beſtow even a glance of approbation 
on it; the gentle Miſs Jeſſy called 
it an inverſion of all that was amiable 


and 
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and deſirable— Lydia ſtole a look at 
the youth of her affections, and had 
| the pleaſure to diſcover. he was of 
his ſiſter's mind—Redman Lawrence 
ſhruged up his ſhoulders, as much as 
to ſay, ſmoke the cit, and Mrs. St. 
John called them all ſuddenly to order, 
perceiving the young man Dickſon 
pointed out to her, for the perſon 
who had taken her brief, already in 
the roſtrum, waiting for a filent in- 
terval; and who, on the buz ſubſid- 
ing, having gracefully waved his hand 
in token of commencement, and dif; 
covered he had riveted the eyes and 
ears of Mrs. St. John, thus began.. 


«It is a ſtriking characteriſtic of a 
degenerate. age, when that hi gheſt feli- 


— 
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- city of human exiſtence, the union of 
two ſenſible and amiable hearts, is 
avowidly laughed at, or ridiculed— 


Wherefore, Author of the univerſe, 


wherefore haſt thou diſtinguiſhed us 
from the reſt of the animal creation, 
by ſuch glorious endowments — the 
teſtimonies of our divine origin, the 
emanations of thy. greatneſs; intellec- 


© tual faculties, and intellectual graces; 
to proſtiture our reaſon, and forfeit 
our ſublime claims for the droſs of 


5 HOES 
the mine.. 


Can wealth give happineſs, moſt 
emphatically exclaims Dr. Young; 
and as emphatically anſwering his 
own queſtion, adds, look round and 
ſee what gay diſtreſs, what. ſplendid 
err; and who, let me aſk. you, 
that 
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that has an atom of ſenſibility, taſte, 
or refinement about them, can read 
Milton's Deſcription of the firſt pair, | 
without joining in the apoſtrophe | * | 


GK give riſe to 


* Hail wedded love | 
The univerſally intereſting ſubject, I 
will be bold enough to ſay, of our 
preſent evening's debate.. 
Now, gentlemen, whatever lan- 
guage the libertine or the ſtoic may 
chuſe to adopt, I dare believe you 
will grant, can, in no degree alter 
the nature of things; men and women, 
may indeed obtain the ſanction of the 
laws of their country, to reſide un- 
der the ſame roof, to be called by 
the ſame name, and blend their un- 
weildy fortunes ; but is this the union, 
| KS delicacy,, 


- 
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_ delicacy and virtue underſtood by the 


word marriage, where tender ſympa- 
thy, heartfelt efteem—all that the poet 
Thompſon ſo beautifully paints, are 


the bands, but then, (here Mrs. St. | 


John having a preſentiment of the 
ground he was going to ſtart upon, 
took out her pocket handkerchief to 
conceal her agitation) but then, cried 


the orator, the youth that generouſly 


wiſhes her who has merit ſufficient to 
win his heart, ſhould ſhare his fortune 


likewiſe, however ſuperior to her own, 


muſt uſe every precaution to defend 
himſelf from error; wealth evermore 


expoſing its poſſeſſor to ſnares and de- 


ceptions. Very many young ladies, 
(the ladies muſt pardon me for ſaying 
ſo,) will, ſelf-taught, try to engage 

Po his. 
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his attachment ; and parental leſſons 
inſtruct others to diſſemble an appro- 
bation, they cannot feel. 


; If ſuch the danger — ] perceive: a 
hundred fine eyes demanding of me 
where they muſt look for the ſecurity; 
the predicament being the ſame to 
each ſex; but as "the ladies have able 
preceptors, and admirable cou nſellors 8 
in their maternal guardians, I beg 
leave, in my anſwer, to tell my young 
gentlemen auditors—the ſecurity oon- 
ſiſts alone in a knowledge of the na- 
tural diſpoſition, and the mental cul- 
tivation of an amiable female does 
ſhe happily grow up from childhood, 
under our own eye, do we behold her 
mother, or other tender and judici- 
Ly \-* + 
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ous ſu perintending friend, forming 
her manners, her judgment and her 


ſentiments to our wiſhes, let us not 
heſitate to give her, having obtained 
ourſelves a due intereſt in her affec- 
tions, a participation of our poſſeſ- 
fions, ample ſoe ver as they may be, for 


ſhe will prove a brighter gem than 


the mines of Golconda or Peru can 
beſtow, and a far more brilliant orna- 


ment to our lives. Men have many 


privileges from which the other fex 


are wholly excluded, for they can not 


only declare their paſſion to the be- 
joved object, but lift her into equal 
conſequence with themſelves of what- 
ever high degree, and when affection, 


is ſtrengthened, is animated by grati- 
tude; when the huſband and the be- 
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nefactor are united in the ſame perſon, 
what but bliſs can enſue; in propor- 
tion as he diſclaims every ſenſe of obli- 
gation, ſhe feels her grateful ſenti- 
ments augmented, and the only con- 
tention of their lives is, which ſhall. 
love and which honor moſt. 

This argument eame fo. home to- 
our FAMILY PARTY, that Lydia bluſh» 
ed, and Mr. Dennis Lawrence con- 
trived to preſs her hand, whilſt Oli- 
via and Redman ſmiled at the beards 
leſs ſage; nevertheleſs ſo well covered, 
were the ſecret opinions of the whole 
groupe, that Mrs. St. John ſought in 
vain for the effect ſhe had promiſed 
herſelf this debate would have had on 
each individual. 


There 
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There are, reſumed this inſpired 
orator, as Mrs. St. John ſtyled him 
in a whiſper to Dickſon, ſome women 
capable, from motives of friendſhip, 
of taking upon them the mother's cha- 
racter, Miſs Jeſſy was now touched, 
and kiſſed her aunt's hand, and ſurely 
continued he, if maternal care and kind- 
neſs is meritorious, the cares and kind- 
neſs reſulting from friendſhip muſt 
| have tenfold merit. A mother has 
her reward, when her offspring be- 
comes what ſhe wiſhes them to be, for 
all the accompliſhments of her off- 
ſpring reflect immediate honor on her- 
ſelf, and their happineſs is her's; where- 
as, on the contrary, the friend has only 
the conſciouſneſs of having done a 
moſt generous and a moſt benev olent 
LT action, 
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action, to compenſate her invaluable 


labors do her pupils prove, as Solo- 
mon phraſes it, a crown to their huſ- 
bands, all the celebrity reſts in them- | 


ſelves ; for though the maternal claims 
live for ever, in the eyes and in the 


hearts of the public, the hand of friend- 
| ſhip that raiſed her pupils up to ſuch 


meridian glory, is in a on time, re- 


membered no more. 


Mr. Jervais was well aware, from 
the agrecable changes in Mrs, St. 


John's countenance, that he had got 


at his deſired clue to her favour; and 
ſtimulated by this ſecret encourage» | 


ment, with equal eloquence, fire, and 


perſpicuity, demonſtrated her to be 
in conſequence of her coming under 
the 
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9% _ FAMILY PARTY. 
the deſcriptions he entered into, leav- 
ing every one's heart, nevertheleſs, to 
ſpeak and judge for itſelf; one of the 
moſt liberal minded and worthy of wo- 
men—nor could Machieval himſelf 
have thrown out a more maſterly or 
reſiſtleſs bait—every word he uttered 
went home to. Mrs. St. John's heart, 
and animated her features with delight. 


She was certain, the ſaid, turning 
to Dickſon, that he was an exemplary 
youth, for who beſides himſelf at his 
early period of life, in this trifling age, 
thought it neceſſary to remember the 
obligations he ſo ſweetly depicted, or 
when a woman happened to be barely 
paſſed her prime, conceived her fit for 
any other employment than ſettling 

the 


% 
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| FE houſhold bills of fare, copying re- 
ceipts in cooking, and trying experi- 
ments for improving the ſcience of 
good eating and drinking, for the gra- 

tification of thoſe alone intitled to 


enjoy life, becauſe ſome few years 
younger than their betters in every 
article of human excellence; nay, ſhe. 
knew ſome fops and flirts that car- 
ried their impertinence ſuch lengths 
as to require a lady to give place to 
them as to a ſuperior order of beings, 
intitled to look with contempt on thoſe 
who happened, though ever ſo little, 
to precede them, on the pariſh regi- 


ſter. 

Mrs. | St. John went home amidſt 

the grateful praiſes of her niece and 
nephews 


„% ALI PARTY. 
nephews, exulting in What ſhe deemed 
the luxury of well earned applauſe. 
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new PROOFS OF MRS, ST» Joux“ 


WISDOM AND SAGACITY, 


N her e the next morning 
\ LF from a dream, the moſt flatter- 
ing of all others, to her ſelf- conſe- 
quence, Mrs. St. John's ſuperabun- 


dant prudence ſuggeſted to her, the 


e there might be (young, hand- 
ſome, 
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ſome, and accompliſhed as the orator | 
| was) who had found out his way to 

her heart—to guard her daughters 
from the danger of giving him an 
equal ſhare in their approbation, and. 
having commanded them for the pur- 
pole into her dreſſing room, and aſ- 
ſumed a moſt unaccuſtomed ſagacity 
of aſpect, ſhe thus addreſſed them 


« My Olivia, and my Lydia, the eye 
of goodneſs, it is a moral adage, ſees. 
all things—and what eye is more quick | 
in diſcerning than the maternal. . The 
young gentleman, for ſuch his abilities 
characteriſes him to be, I laſt night 
ſo abundantly, and I will acknow- 
ledge, deſervedly commended, merits 
your applauſe, your admiration, your 
every 
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every ſpecies of approvance, 05 tie 


which comes under the denomination 
of love—the prompt folly of young 
minds in this age, (for young minds 


in this-age are unable to ſeparate the 


agreeable orator from the man of 


their choice.) You know, continued 


ſhe, my wiſhes in this important arti- 


cle of female conduct, and I truſt 


your education and my example have 


been ſuch, that I have alone to ſpeak 
them, to conſtitute them your rule of 


action, you underſtand me, ſaid the 


great and good lady, as perfectly from 


this ſhort addreſs, as if I was to write 
a volume on the ſubje&t—ſo leaving 


you to make your own reflections, 


through every combination and cir- 


cumſtance relative thereto.— 1 will 
only 


we”. 
212 
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only give you the conſequence to tell 
you you have nothing leſs than the 
honor and happineſs of Jour mother 
in your keeping. 5 
Lydia ſighed on quitting the dreſ- 
ſing room, and lifted up her. eyes, 
deſpairingly to Heaven, whilſt Olivia 
toſſed up her head in a diſdainful 
manner, ſaying to herſelf, the doc- _ 
trine may be very good, but I ſhall | 
make bold to follow my own inclina- 
tions. Having diſcharged this im- 
portant duty to her ſatisfaction, Mrs. 
St. John began to turn it over in her 
mind, whether it was proper or not 
to give her niece a caution—but my 
niece, Dickſon, ſaid ſhe, is ſuch a 
little fool, I need not feel one appre- 
henſion 


— 
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henſion on her account; my daugh- 
ters, indeed, added ſhe, are a year or 
two older, and have a larger ſhare of 
vivacity—however, this I can ſay for 
- them, thanks to my diſcretion, novel 
reading has neither impoſed upon their 
underſtandings, or warped their prin- 
ciples, and ſhew me ſuch another mo- 
ther if you can. I ſee, Dickſon, you 
wonder at my making this obſerva- 


tion, becauſe' you well know novel 
reading 1s the amuſement of my lei- 

2 fare hours; but you ſhould remem- 
ber, I am at years to judge for my- 
felf—to ſeparate the poiſon from the 

_ pleaſure, and when they can do the 
ſame, let them read what authors they 
Uke, J ſhall never attempt to hinder 
' them. It is, I am well aware, re- 
]joined 


* 


U 
. Ly 
N 
r 
pr 
Fr 
n 
= 
mr 
IF 
as 
2 
5 
Y 
a 
© 
4 


— 


* 


®* 


FAMILY PARTY. 97 


joined the lady, for in ſhort, Dickſon, 


what is there I am not well aware of, 
deemed inoculating young minds with 


wild fancies, to preach to them againſt 


their influence; but ignorance is ſo 
poor a defence, I ſhall not truſt to it; 
for J would not have my children 
merely paſſive, or implicit in their 
choice in any inſtance; but by con- 


vincing their reaſon, ſecure their in- 


clinations from error, beſides my pre- 
cepts are enforced, by being exempli- 
fied in my own conduct; for never, 
yet, no never, except in my n 
was I caught tripping. | | 


Mr. Lawrence having been inform- 
ed of the merits of the preceding 
evening's debate, received her at 
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„ FAMILY PARTY. 
breakfaſt, with compliments, or ra- 


ther acknowledgments of the moſt 
grateful kind to her ear ; and her 
heart and head became full there- 
from of new plans to advance her 
long concealed wiſhes, and add freſh 
triumphs to her fame: on retiring for 
the evening ſhe therefore thus addreſ- 
ſed her humble friend. Well have 
you done, Dickſon, (for Mrs. Dick- 
ſon not only condeſcended to attend 
at her toilet, for the ſake of her agree- 


able converſation, but participated her 


chamber alſo, where ſhe ſlept on an 


elegant ſofa,) well have you done 
this day—O, how I lament ſetting 
up as 1 have done, that irremovable 


bar to ever inviting ſtrangers into my 


brother's houſe — my own celebration 
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of the advantages and the felieity of a 
FAMILY PARTY=—a pretty party, truly, 


for a woman of my cultivated under- 


ſtanding, and ſocial accompliſtiments to 


be confined to a couple of boys, and 
thing yet to learn, to fit them for po- 
lite life and W of i wor 


F 
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The young gente en debator; 
with whom you have formed a kind 
of acquaintance, in return for the ex- 
erciſe of his oratorical abilities in my 
ſervice, was certainly intitled to be re- 
ceived by me with open arms, on the 


vinding up of a debate that did me 


ſo much credit nor ſhall it be denied 
by me, that it was my deſire ſo to 
have done, but the chains of opinion, 


F 2 and 
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1900 FAMILY PARTY. 
and the fetters of cuſtom, ſo griev- 


ouſly. have I contrived to entangle 
myſelf thereby, that it is, for all the 
world, the ſame thing as being bound 
hand and foot from doing a right ac- 
tion. Dickſon having acquieſced thus 
| far Mrs. St. 4 ohn proceeded. But 
how to make an apology, cried ſhe, 
I know not, the excellent diſh of cho- 
colate and pleaſing attentions Mrs. 
Dickſon had received on her firſt em- 
baſſy, occurring on the moment to 
her mind, and looking forward, no 
doubt to a renewal of the ſame. ci - 
vilities, ſaid, and what hinders you, 
madam, from acting, as your good- 
neſs of diſpoſition ſuggeſts, by ſo un- 
common a young gentleman ? am 
ready to do your bidding whatſoever 
it 


FAMILY PARTY. 01 
ir may be, for you will never bid me 
do what is —_— and ſo only ſpeak 


the word.— OY 46 JD We 
LOW 1 


Hold, ad Mrs. St. John, 185 | 
tempt. me. not — Mrs. , Dickſon ſtared, 
nay, ſtarted, ſo theatrical and ſtrong 
was Mrs. St. J ohn's voice and man- 
ner as well as her expreſſions; 1 le 7 
thought, added ſhe, * ing, an; 
a ſoftened accent, even to the infon- 
tile, I ſhould ever have found a temp- 
ter in my amiable Dickſon, 1 Proteſt, 
madam, replied Mrs. Dickſon, am 
for once in my life, wholly at a 1085 to 
comprehend your meaning. I believe 
You, my literary zudging friend,“ and 


n 1 i 
- n 


* The relator of this ee . it may be here 
obſeryed that Mrs. St. John is accountable, not him, 
for whatever ſingularity of phraſe this work GC 
under her name, 
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thus I explain myſelf—1 have ac- 
knowledged, to you, that I not only 
think this debator worthy to be ad- 
mitted, but would gladly, if in my 
power, admit! him on my viſiting liſt 
would to Heaven ſuch liſt exiſted at 
this period. for I would' then. ſoon 
prove, both to him and you, how 
frank and gracious my natural temper 
3s; as matters however now ſtand, for 


you quite forget my brother's mental 
charaRer—filent, yet obſerving, mild, 


yet penetrating ; ; when you encourage 
me to do as 1 would im this inſtance— | 
and thence it is, that 1 call i it leading 
into temptation, for to encourage me 
to take a ſtep, I fear, yet long to pur- 
ſue, comes Petey u under the deno- 
ee, Þ agvinr lan Ton 
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Pope indeed tells us 10 fh 
40 Kings can diſpenſe with laws themſelves have made,” 
but was I, my dear good woman, to 
| be guilty of violating the laws of this : 
houfe, ſuggeſted by my own wiſdom, 1 
and by my own authority eſtabliſhed; 
take my word for it, it would prove 
an act of conduct that would infallibly 
fink me in Mr. Lawrence's: confi- 
dence and eftiivuiricn; for he would 
call it a glaring departure from cha- 
rafter, ſo we will think no more of it. | 
Here a- ſilence enſued, during which 
Mrs. St. John ſighed, and Mrs. Dick- 


ſon wiped her face as if heated, by 
diſſatisfaction. 


But ae have done with the 
young gentleman, or rather with every 


Fa idea 
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1 of forming an acquaintance with 
him—ſaid Mrs. St. John, as adebator, 
who is kindly ready to ſerve us, we 
will always remember him and fo 
Dickſon, I vill confeſs to you, with- 
out further delay all my weakneſs. 
Maſquerades are amuſements, the 
well principled and the well judging 
Praſeſs to condemn, and could I re- 
fuſe my aſſentiag voice, but though 
my voice has condemned them I bluſh 
to fecl, as well as to confeſs, my taſte, 
my heart approves them. Years have 
nevertheleſs paſſed away fince I have 
lived in the very neighbourhood, the 
ſweet invitation of theſe affemblings, 
and never dared to breath a word in 
their favour, or permit my caunte- 
nance to wear a ſingle look, or betray 
| : the 
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the ſentiments J ſecretly entertained: 
need I ſay more, would then this able 
orator take the trouble to paint them 
in the harmleſs colourings, which 1 
verily believe to be the fact reſpecting 
them— and throw all the danger on 
the true ſource, che ehofe company 
with which people aſſociate, when ill 
betides the frequenting them; E would 
make it my care to induce Mr. Law- 
rence to beeonie one of the auditors, 
and in conſequence of removed preju- 
dices and clear conceptions, of all the 
why's and wherefore's reſpecting maſ. 
querades, - which would naturally fol- 
low, bring him by inſenſible degrees, 
ar ſome future day to propoſe our g- 
ing there, and make it a compliment 

| F5 to 


%% FAMILY PARTY. | 
to his and my children, that oh con- 
fem to be of ſo ner 


[ | Dickſon e at dhe grojloſal; 
1 will pledge myſelf for his doing 
his beſt, cried ſhe, on the occaſion, | 


and can never doubt of his ſucceſs. 


Mrs. St. John having at length 
ſtated the queſtion to her ſatis- 
faction, which ran thus, Whe- 
ther it was the place of reſort, or the 
manners and principles of the com- 
pany that conſtituted the danger 
frequenting maſquerades.”- —Dickſon 
was diſpatched to preſent the ſame, 
with proper items to Mr. Jervais, with 


- an Krneſt requeſt ſubjoined, that it 
might 


* id 
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might be brought forward as ſoon as 
nn 5 BR | . 5 NI "2111 33 4 1 


Mr. e who Anne bimſelf 
he ſhould hear again from the lady, 
left orders with a porter, (put by him 
into waiting for the very purpoſe) that 
ſhould: Mrs. Dickſon, deſcribing her 
perſon, call and enquire for him, ſhe 
ſhould be deſired to walk into a par- 
lour, preſented with a diſh of choco- 
late, and prevailed upon to ſtay until 
he could be fetched to attend her; the 
whole of which was duly performed, 
and he flew on the wings of ardent ex- 
pectation to enquire the lady's com 
mands; Dickſon gave him Mrs. St. 
John's letter. 


ö -?] 
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My eloquence, cried he; does this 
lady fo kindly condeſcend ta ſolicit 
the exerciſe of my eloquence, as a fa- 
vor, when ſhe confers an unſpeakable 

one upon me, * en to . 5 
of it. | 


Mrs. Dickſon bid her ſet 
down-this, and not only the words 
but the air, the accent with which they 

were uttered for ſhe knew the account 
thereof would be highly pleaſing to 
Mrs. St. John, and Mr. Jervais hav- 
ing eſtabliſhed an amicable league be- 
tween them, and engaged Mrs. Dick- 
ſon's promiſe that whenever ſne ſhould 
happen to paſs that way, ſhe would 
drop in and take her diſh of chocolate 


at his expence; which he aſſured 
hs | her 


FAMILY PARTY), w 
hey ſne chuld not do chim a greater 
pleaſure; they parted wich the molt 
cordial good will on each fide — Mrs. 
Diekſon thinking him the fineſt gentle- 
man imaginable, and he being con- 
vinced that ſhe was a No DOR 
however ſilly, woman. igen 


Mr. Joryais conceiving on the i ins. 
ſtant; that this debate myſt! be intend- 
ed to produce an early permiſſion, for 
the FAMILY PARTY. to partieipate 
the amuſement he was: to diſculpate 
with all his powers from every ſhad>, 
dow of danger, or dangerous tendeney 
—and; on the inſtant reſolving: to join 
them, at leaſt in the rooms under the 
ſanction of a maſquerade dreſs — he 
vanſuly advertiſed the enen fabri- 

cated 


no FAMILY PARTY." 


ed by Mrs. St. John and Mrs. St. 
John evaded, by a morning's airing' 
do the villa, having the papers read 

to her brother, for when ſhe was ab- 

ſent it was no object with him, to en- 
able herſelf at her return, as a ſudden 
thought, to aſk him, well appriſed as 


ſhe was of the advertiſement, if he was 
diſpoſed to hear a debate that evening, 
4 b and u bis family Weld: be 
proud of his company — Mr. Lawrence 
conſented immediately, and ſeemed 
even pleaſed it was propoſed, and ac- 
cordingly, that very evening, for the 
firſt time in his whole life, made his 
appearance at the DEBATING CLUB, 
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MR. LAWRENCE's VISIT TO _ 
- THE DEBATING CLUB, 
AND IT'S CONSEQUENCES. 


UR readers muſt not, however, 

be uninformed, that Mrs. St. 
John, (who was too good a general to 
leave one avenue unguarded) had bid 
Mrs. Dickſon recommend it to Mr. 
Jervais, whenever he ſpoke on the 
maſquerade queſtion, to wear a diſ- 
guiſe, for reaſons, it was not impro- | 
bable, ſhe might ſome time or other 
perſonally 


„ FAMILY PARTY. 
perſonally aſſign to him; a buſhy bag 
wig was therefore provided by him— 
and with ſuch good effect, that even 
Mrs. St. John's penetrating eye was 
deceived on the fine coup d' of his 
figure, but if Mrs: St. John applauded 
herſelf for her caution, when her only 
view and idea was to prevent her bro- 
ther's ſeeing how young the orator 
was that defended the cauſe of viſiting 
maſquerades—how did ſhe cangratu- 
late herſelf thereupon, when Dickſon 
had: made her report of the joy, the 
tranſport with which, Mr, eee 
ves; her nina [rp BH 


The poor pts rw nnd the 
lady, loves me, for I now- recollect 
es. articles thas beſpeak much 


3 | more 
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more than common, than accidental 8 
Fiadneſs I am very ſorry, for ſuch is 
the predicament I am under, that it 
vill not be in my power to ſooth his 
anguiſh, by convincing him of my 
eſteem, or reconeiling him to the pro- 
priety of my denial, from the diſpari- 
ty of our age, becauſe yon know, 
Dickſon, I have put it out of my 
power to converſe with him. Po”, 


Mrs. Dickſon, who immediately 
imbibed, and adopted Mrs.'St. John's 
= opinion, felt her good nature much 
= wounded, that ſo brave, and fo bright, 
i and fo clever a youth, ſhould be born 
to the hard deſtiny of loving the only 
lady, the could perſuade herſelf, would 
heave the heart to refuſe hm. 
| When 


S a 
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When arrived and ſeated in the club 
room, a young fellow preſently aroſe, 
and having dealt out a ſhort but bitter 
ſarcaſm on the folly, the diſſipation, 
the madneſs of the times, gave place 
to the great black wiged gentleman, 
who really made a very ſage and 
learned figure, and who delivered the 

nn WO" Ln 

«Of all the errors to which e 
are ſubject, none is greater, or more 
unaccountable than the effect of cer- 
tain ſounds on the ear, and on the 
heart, whence thus it is that the name 
of a church excites an idea of ſecuti- 
ty, and the mention of that amuſe- 
ment, called a maſquerade, a ſenſation 
of fear nevertheleſs the ſpots of earth 
2 | 5 


FAMILY PARTY.) tg. 
are equally innocent and equally) ſafe 
to be reſorted to; for who need be 
told, that a church (if the heart is 

corrupted) may be proſtituted to the 
vlleſt purpoſes, purpoſes of intrigue 


and aſſignation, and a maſquerade, 
when the party is worthy and amiable, 
rendered a ſcene of no leſs harmleſs 
than pleaſing relaxation; it is, indeed, 
urged that the genius of folly and of 
amour preſides at the latter; but can ĩt 
not alſo be proved that piety and peace 
often dwell not in temples inſeribed 
to their names. Let us not, therefore, 
deceive ourſelves with either fabulous, 
or fictitious notions, but look at things 
ſo clearly and diſcriminately as to 
comprehend them at all points, for 
the ſons and daughters of levity, will 

: * -M 
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be rie to their characters however 
ſacred the dome; and virtue, remain 
all lovely vi: tue, however gilded the 
_ over its head. 


That Gondtic misfortunes have 
originated from viſiting maſquerades 
we do not mean to deny, but have 
they not likewiſe awaited thoſe whoſe 
feet never trod, that imagined unhal 
lowed ground; for who, or what 
can prevent the very manſion of "the 
Deity from being prophaned, but the 
uprightneſs of the heart, and where 
is the power, leſs than omnipotent-that 
can render the upright heart, other 
than upright, let the ſituation be 
ve well know, cannot be the Author 
L3 5 | of 
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wm evil; from theſe premiſes 1 will, 
without heſitation, affirm, that all the 


danger or ſafety in viſiting a maſque- 
rade, ſolely depends upon the pro- 


priety or impropriety of conduct in 


thoſe, that form our company; for 
with the pure we ſhall ever be pure, 


and with the amiable we ſhall evermore 


Let no one then, hence- 


forth venture to diſclaim againſt a 
conſequence without an accurate, pre- 
vious diſquiſition of the cauſe; for as 
the licentious remain unchanged, how- 
ever ſanctified the place they auen 5 
ſo will the innocent remain innocent, 


even in the act of participating a maſ- 
querade, if their companions are not | 
| ſuch as * and imperceptibly to 


contaminate 5 
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- contaminate their morals from having 
joined hands with them.“ 


The orator pauſed—and Mrs. St. 
John took the opportunity of his 
breathing to profeſs her ſurpriſe and 
conviction; I always hitherto thought 
- maſquerades places of too high ton 
for our FAMILY PARTY to appear at, 
but brother, I begin now to believe 
I ſhall change my opinion - prejudice 
of education ought to be renounced, 
and ungratified curioſity we all know, 
has been the ſource of much yourhful 
indiſcretion; if, therefore, havin g duly 
canvaſſed, according to our cuſtom, 
the ſeveral powers and contres, per- 
haps we may both judge it beſt for 
me to take the children there, than 

that 
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that they ſhould find the way them-- 
ſelves at:ſome future ineligible period. 
Take them wherever you pleaſe, cried 

_ Mr. Lawrerice, for ſuch is my confi- 
dence in the goodneſs of your under- 
ſtanding, and the goodneſs of your 
heart, that I ſhall never doubt their 
ſafety when under your wing. How. 
ever, reſu med the orator, « That idle 
objections may no longer influence 
our conduct, but that our Britiſh la- 
dies may find themſelves as ſafe at a 
maſquerade. from every manceuver, 
or act of chivalry, as they are in 
reality; be it remembered by them, 
for the honor of our common ſenſe 
and rational principles, that the days 
of knight errantry are now no more 
that the improvements in our roads 

has 9 82 ſo uſeful and ſo happy an 


intercourſe 
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intercourſe with the me 
no female above the rank RS incli- 


nation of a dairy maid can apprehend 
being carried eff, either violently or 


ſkilfully without the fair lady's having a 
preſentiment of the intended outrage, 
and the means within her reach, by 
dint of judicious conduct, to be ſell- 
delivered from the hands of her ravi- 
ſher. Enchanted caſtles and giant 
caves exiſt not at this poliſned and en- 
lightened period in Britain; for which 
avenue to the great city, I beſeech 
you, is an unfrequented one; of courſe 
what diſtreſſed and unconſenting dam- 
ſel can be bore away, either in the face 
of the noon day ſun, or of thoſe bril - 
liant ſubſtitutes for his will drawn 
beams—the . and lamps which 
| | | 5 Muminate 
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| illuminate our feſtive evenings; acci- | 
dents may' ſometimes: happen; but do 
W they not oſten happen in domeſtie eir- 
i cles the accidents that arriſe from 
Y ciſputes—wherefore then ſhall we re- 
quire it, for the reputation of maſque= 
rades, that jarrings or diſorders ſhall' 
never incommode the company; I will 
therefore, in ſupport of the ſafety of 
viſiting them conclude with this ſhort 
W rule of conduct for thoſe young per- 
| ſons permitted ſo to do, namely, that 
W in caſe of ſeparation- (on whatever 
; cauſe; from their friends arid party) or 
miſtake thereof, never to go a fbot- 
ſtep with any one that refuſes to ſhew 
their face, or that'is found to be un- 
able to tell them their name and fami- 
ly on a difcovery of their n. 
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This was a deciſive, and fortu- 
nately for the orator,” an unſuggeſted 
argument - Mrs. St. John declared it 
was as plain a path as any through 
life, with common ſenſe for our guide, 
and that ſhe would never more pay 
regard to the fears of ignorance, or 
the tales of the artful againſt maſque- 
rades to the end of her days. Nothing 
was now talked of at Mr. Lawrence's 
but maſquerades—nor was any thing 
more eagerly wiſhed for, particular 
ly by Mrs. St. John, than an op- 
portunity of enjoying one —— ſhe 
waited, therefore, with unſſ peakable 
anxiety, each ſucceeding morn for 
the arrival of the news papers— not 
as uſual to look after commercial 


concerns, or common occurrences 
but 
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but for the announcement of a maſque- 
rade. Hope, deferred, Solomon, the 
wiſe, aſſerts, makes the heart ſi k 
and his aſſertions were verified to its 
utmoſt in the perſon of Mrs. St. John. 
Do but remark, Dickſon, ſhe would 
ſay, how my evil genius is at work, 
no week, I am politive, for this three : 
months, has paſſed without ady rtiſe- 
ments reſpecting the maſquerade in the 
: Haymarket, until I obtained my bro- 


| ther's unexpected approbation to go, 
and now my eyes ache with ſearching 
for ſuch advertiſements in vain.—Is 
the gay world fallen into a lethargy= 
is the taſte for joys, nothing but a | 

| maſked ball can beſtow, extinguiſhed 
in the land and muſt 1 „Tantalus like, 
remain thus with the cup at my very 

DW +: lips, 
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Ups, yet prohibited to quaff its delici- 
ous contents — and thus figuratiyely 
would Mrs. St. John, on occaſions of 
diſappointment, when 242 4. te with 
Dickſon, always expreſs herſelf, in ſo 
much that ſhe might be truly ſaid to 
addreſs her in heroics — and Mrs. 
- Dickſon failed not on her part always 
to anſwer in the elegiac ſtyle—for la- 
mentation began and ended every ſen- 
tence that fell from her lips lamenta- 
tion that ſo good a lady ſhould ever feel 
pain lamentation that it was not in 
her poor power: to relieve her—lamen- 
tation. that the world could. not be 
w.modelled to do her pleaſure—and 
—— that every one did not re- 
vere. her as ſhe did; but at length the 


glad time did arrive a maſquerade in 
2 | the 
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the Haymarket was advertiſed, and 
Mrs. St, John's head was almoſt turns 
ed infide out with delight, by her bro- 
| ther's bidding her let the children, for 
once, ſee the fooliſh raree ſhow. Be 
it ſufficient, however, to ſay the whole 
powers of her mind and body were 
brought into action in conſequence of 
this enchanting commiſſion—but firſt, 
as was moſt due, the marter of ſelf 
debate with her became, in what 
ſtriking or intereſting dreſs ſhe ould = 
break forth upon the eyes of the com- 
pany—a langviſhing of a corimand- 
ing figure —a mental, or a fanciful 
object of attraction; the ſtudied atti- 
tudes before her looking - glaß —exa- 
mined the clofet of beauties at Hainp- 
ton Court read over every new paper 
„ file 


I 
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| file ſhe could procure, that contained 
accounts. of the bon mots let off—and 


the characters moſt celebrated at for- 
mer periods —in order to whet her 
wit and aſſiſt her choice on the 
preſent occaſion, four days and four 
ſucceſſive nights were her thoughts 
and Her hours thus warmly occupied, 


when lol the day approached ſo near, 
that ſhe was at laſt compelled to make 
a haſty determination, on the impor- 
tant point; there was nevertheleſs to 
the lateſt moment one article of eſſen- 
tial gratification, ſhe dared not yen- 
ture to explore; and that was, whether 
the dear youth, the all eloquent, the 
reſiſtleſs gentleman debator, would, 
or would not have the Four to meet 
ber there. 1 
Dickſon, 
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Dickſon, in the plain ſimplicity of 
her heart, and unformed manners, 
was for putting the point blank que- 
ſtion to him, but Mrs. St. John pro- 
teſted ſhe ſhould not ſurvive the diſ- 
grace it would bring upon her—could 
he indeed have been obliquely, and 
delicately wire-drawn at a diſtance, ſhe 
ſhould have had no objection a taſk 
far too high for Mrs. Dickſon's abili- 
ties ; ſhe muſt, therefore, leave it to 
its own operations, and not counte- 
nance, by her actions, the diſcoveries 
ſhe had every reaſon to fear her tet 
tale features would make to him— | 
how abundantly ſhe approved him. 


Mrs. St. John, as it happened, 2 
knew little of the man ſhe had to deal 
| G 4 with, 
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228 
with, when ſhe could make a doubt 


£ 
of his availing hiraſelf of ſo glorious 
an opportunity, as will be ſeen in the i 
next chapter. 3 
. 
AM ASQU ERADE, 


RS. Dickſon, modeſtly doubt. 
ing her own abilities to ſup» 
port a character, begged permiſſion 
of Mrs. St. John to wear a domino— 
why you fooliſh woman, cried the 
lady, are not dominos, when they do 
: —— 


kütt blur Hes... 5 
ſpeak, expeted to ſpeak as much to 
the purpoſe as any character i in the 
whole afſernbly ; but Dickſon, it 
ſeems, had informed herfelf, that do- 
minos, without having the badge of 
folly fixed on their ſhoulders, might 
paſs the evening fletit obſervers of the 
reſt of the company; and, therefore, 
ſtuck to her requeſt, and obtain ed it. 
Mr. Dennis Lawrence wore a domind 
alfo, becauſe of the privileges it con 
ferred — Lydia was a ſhepherdefi— 
Olivia a ſulrana—Mrs. St. John A 
quaker—Miſs Jeſſy had an elegant 
domino, for ſhe proteſted againſt every 
attempt above her abilities to accom- 
pliſn, and Redman was a grand vizier. 
But never was there ſo talkative 4 crea- 
dre as the fair diſciple of neatheſs ank 

G 5 1 
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_  filence, Mrs. St. John, would repre- 
ſent. The whole ſeven heterogenious 
figures were ſtuffed, by way of privacy, 
into che family coach, (Mrs. St. John 
aſſuring her brother ſhe would not 
truſt one of che children out of her 
ſight) which created ſo. much. mirth | 
amongſt the ſpeRators, that the lady, 

4 whoſe dreſs was all gentleneſs and 
peace, was for having every creature 
taken' into cuſtody for impertinance, 
that preſu med to laugh at her ex- 
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Par. 1 who. had taken good 
care to be there before them, diſco- 
vered Mrs. Dickſon as ſoon as ſhe 
entered the great room; and, indeed, 


her air and manner were not a little 
7. 3 remarkable, 
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demürknbt and plainly denoted what 
ſhe had told Mr. Jervais was the caſe, 
that it would be the firſt time ſhe had 
ſeen fo gallant a fight, and having 
obtained this key, he was not long at 
a loſs to diſeriminate Miſs Lawrence | 
from her relations, for ſhe was not 0 
tall as either of her couſins had not 
the bold mein of Olivia, or the paſto- 
ral one of Lydia but looked her 
ſweet unaffected ſelf, in ſpite of her 

maſk — and though he ſpoke not to 
her, contrived to attend her like her 
ſhaddow, or more properly her guar- 
dian angel, wherever ſne went. For 
be it here acknowledged, that though 

a lively fancy, and a vacant heart (for 
Mir. Jervais had never yet met with a 
magnetic object) had induced him to 
„ G6 - 
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become a, volunteer debator——Mrs. 
| Dickſon would not have found him ſo 
Propitious to her wiſhes, or prompt 
to advance Mrs. St. John's wifhes— 
but that Miſs Lawrence's lovely figure 
and winning deportment had repeated- 
ly. drawn him to take an humble ſeat 
behind her, to hear the muſic of her 
voice, and learn as. much as poſlible, 
from the converſation of her party 
whoſe daughter and treaſure ſhe was; 
and in one of theſe withdrawing, and 
withdrawn ſituations, Mrs, Dickſon. 
was obſerved by him alſa—obſerved 
in the very light ſhe truly ſtood; an 
humble friend of the family, nor did 


either the ſimplicity or the goodneſs 


of her mental character eſcape his 
notice (the unſuſpecting and the unaſ- 


ſuming 


caring: individual) in ſo much that 


he was in che very act of meditating 
how beſt to introduce himſelf to her 


knowledge, when fate or fortune 
brought her ſo opportunely and ſo ac- 
eidentally to the club room no won- 
der, therefore, that to approach Miſs 
Lawrence without ſtartling her inno- 
cent mind —alarming her aunt's pru- 


dence, her brother's pride, or awaken- 
ing a lingle ſpark of jealouſy (the jea- 
louſy, a preference, however juſtifiable, 


always gives birth to in uncultivated 
minds and ſuch he was wicked enough 


to conceive the hearts of the Miſe St. 
Johns to be, unknowing as he was of 
their mother's. abilities as well as her 


exertions to cultivate them) ſhould be 
an object with him, or that he conſti-- 
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tuted 
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tutecd approaching and following her, 
the joy of this maſquerade evening. 


1-2 Mrs. St. John's vanity—from the 
enchantment of the muſic, the anima- 
tion of the lamps the wit of the 
company, or whatever other cauſe 
became unbounded, it overflowed at 
her lips — it gave her feet the agility of 
a wood · nymph, and her brother, her 
niece, her daughters, her nephews 
every body but her dear ſelf was for- 
gotten by her, and at liberty to pur- 
ſue their own inclinations. Mr. Den- 
nis Lawrence ſeized his Lydia's hand, 
and leading her to a ſofa, though 
unretired from the ball room, ſaid 
ſome things to her that made her full 
amends for having been a mortified 
n ſpectator 
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ſpectator of her mother's yanity— 
for he ſaid he would die, as he. had 
long lived, her coma. and faithful 


admirer. ; . 


__ 


The ſultana and grand vizier, Olivia 


and Redman, mixed in a cotillion with 
the dancers, and poor Jeſſy kept cloſe 
to good Mrs. . Dickſon, whilft her 
aunt flew here and there and every 
where to difplay her talents. She 
gained, indeed, many, but was un- 
able to fix one lover until at length, 
to the unſpeakable aſtoniſnment of 
Miſs Lawrence and Mrs. Dickſon, | 
ſhe ſuffered herſelf to be taken out by 
a gay lucifer, to dance a minuet. 
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The contraſt was ſo ſtriking as to 
draw a crout around them—Olivia 
and Redman broke up their cotillion 
party to view it, and laughed a loud 
Lydia and Mr. Dennis Lawrence 
having bluſhed for Mrs. St. John, 
went for ſome refreſhment to the ſide 
board - and Miſs Jeſfy was fo diſcon- 
certed by the circumſtance; heated 
and incommoded by the croud, that 
ſhe was feparated from Mrs. Dickſon, 
her only companion, and beginning 
to be greatly alarmed, when a domino, 
which ſhe took for her eldeſt brother, 
came up to her, ſhe therefore haſtily 
caught hold of his arm and beſought 
him to lead her into the air. 


Her 


bl 


Her voice, her form, could not be 
diſregarded by other than the ear and 
eye of inſenſibility and inſenſibility 
not happening to be the characteriſtic 
of the gentleman ſhe addreſſed, he 
inſtantly reſolved to take advantage of 
her miſtake; ſo putting her arm, with 
a brotherly freedom, within his, he 
led the way not indeed to another 
apartment but to the outward lobby, | 


ordering a coach to be called, what 


can you mean brother, cried Miſs 
Lawrence; I wiſh, it is true, to quit 
the heat and nonſenfe of this place, 


but my aunt delights in what fatigues 


me, and I would not. for the world diſ- 
oblige her; the domino returned no 
anſwer, but being informed-the coach 
* 8 forward for the 
outward 
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outward door, and drew her with him, 
Terrified and ſhocked —ſhe recolle&. 
ed the words of the gentleman deba. 
tor * or ſhould a doubt ariſe on being 
ſeparated from your company, reſpe&t- 
ing him who joins you, either com- 
pel the maſk to ſhew his face, or ſhew 
your own, nor advance a ſingle ſtep 
with him until he has told you your 
name and family.“ 


Mr. Jervais, who, amongſt the 
reſt, in conſequence of the croud, had 
been joſtled from his ſtation at Miſs 
Lawrence's fide, and had ſought her 
from room to room with trembling 
anxiety, and condemning himſelf for 
cloſing with Mrs. St. John's. views, 
for the gratification of her extrava- 
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gant vanity, arrived at this moment 


ſo fraught with danger, to the object 
of his tendereſt concern, and heard 
Mis Lawrence ſay, (pulling off her 
maſk) now fir, tell me who I am, 
ſince you will not give me the ſatis- 
faction of knowing you—when Jer- 
vais ſpringing forward, exclaimed Miſs 
Lawrence, wherefore do I behold you 

ſeparated from your aunt, your bro- 
thers, your couſins, and in the hands 
of a ſtranger; of a ſtranger ! cried ſhe, | 
and ſwooned. The domino folded 
his arms about her, and ſwore no 
power on earth ſhould rob him of his 
prize — knock him down, ſaid the 
ſpectators — O touch him not, ſaid 
Jervais, until the lady is reſcued from 
his hold—Let me-paſs on for the lady's 
fake, 


"= 
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fake, cried the domino, ſhe will ex. 
pire unleſs ſhe is conveyed into the 
air—Stop the way, ſaid Jervais, ] 
dare not ſtrike him for fear of hurt. 
ing the lady, and ſince need calls 
the cry of ſtop up the way was echoed 
by a multitude of voices for lo! Mrs, 
St. John having miſſed her niece, was 
ſo thoroughly cured of her fit of vani- 
ty, that with her maſk off, and dif- 
traction in her air, followed by Dick- 
ſon, her daughters, and nephews (hav- 
ing learned a young lady was in diſ- 
treſs) flew to the ſpot, and joined the 
ery of ſtop up the way, with the loudeſt 
votiferation. | 


The domino hearing her addreſſed 
by the name of St. John, a name of 
conſequence 


* 
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conſequence. in, the 'world—and, find= 
ing it impoſſible to make way through 
the croud, had the dexterity to ſlide 
Miſs Lawrence into Mr. Jervais's 
arms, and to decamp with the utmoſt | 
precipitation. Heavens, exclaimed 
Mrs. St. John, (revived by ſeeing her 
niece open her eyes) what miracle has 

| faved you from deſtruQtion!” Jervais 
| bowed in token of his happy ſhare in 
the action, when knowing him for 
the gentleman debator.— O, dear fir, 
' cried the lady, convey. me from the 
gaze of the multitude—enable. me to 
collect my ſcattered ſpirits, and if poſe 
f ble reconcile, me to myſelf, or I will = 
neyer ſee my brother more. 


This ſpeech broke like a clap of 
thunder on the ears of the ramity 
* PARTY, 


— 
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PARTY, and Mr. Jervais humbly pro- 
poſed their all going over to the 
Orange coffee-houſe, where, in a pri- 
vate room, they might acquire com- 
poſure; any where, any where, good 
fir, you approve, replied Mry, St. 
John, for you are the preſerving an- 
gel to us on this frightful occaſion, 


and to the Orange coffce-houſe he had 
the felicity of helping to ſupport Mik 
Jeſſy, though now tolerably well re- 
covered; down on your knees, niece, 
| ſaid Mrs. St. John, on their entering 
the apartment to which they were con- 
ducted, and thank that gentleman—for 
more than life—your honor, niece— 
the loſs of which I could never have 


ſurvived, 
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Mir. Jetvais intreated the young 
lady would not think herſelf under the 
ſmalleſt obligation to him; he owned, 
indeed, it was providential chance had 
brought him to the ſpot, ſo ſeaſon- 
ably, for a more determined villain 
he had never before beheld, but that 
what he had done was the ſimpleſt and 
the commoneſt of all good natured 

actions. Mrs. St. John, now, for the 
firſt time, recollecting the ſituation | 
ſne was in, ſurrounded by her chil- 
dren, and the children of her brother, 
from whom, of all perſons living, ſhe 
was moſt deſirous to conceal her little 

manœuverings, turned pale and red, 
and red and pale, alternately, until her 
alarmed friends expected her to fall 
into a ſwoon, and were for calling in 
| ſome 
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ſome gentlemen of the faculty to 
break a vein. No, no, cried ſhe, 
clapping her hand; like a tragedy 
queen, upon her heart —it is not in 
the power of medical aſſiſtance to 
relieve me. It is here I am wound. 
ed; then covering her face, ſhe- beg - 
ged to be ſpared all converſation 
for a fes moments. How unfortu- 
nate are thoſe, ſaid: ſhe: to herſelf, 
muſt I ever repeat, who' carry, their 
zeal in any cauſe ſo far as to ſetup a 
bar againſt their own future wiſhes— 
why did I expatiate ſo continually, and 
fo ſtrongly upon the 'merits and the 
happineſs of aramiLY PARTY?—why, 
but at the inſtigation of my evil genius 
—that even at the moſt diftant period 
of my folly:and afnduity, foreſaw my 
5 preſent 
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preſent cutting repentance—how de- 
lightfully would this young gentle- 


man's converſation and company have - 


enlivened the dull hours we now paſs, 
and made our fire ſide ſmile—what a 
taſk am I involved in, and how can I 


hope to extricate myſelf—the coward's 


courage, however, mult be mine . 
deſperate diſeaſes muſt have deſpe- 
nate remedies, and let it be remem- 
bered alſo, by me, that thoſe who- 
© tave not the fortitude to make head 
| againſt misfortune, do not deſerve to 
ide ſuperior to it—catch me, never- 
| thelefs, running myſelf into theſe kind 
of defiles again, and I will abſolve my 
| fate, though deſtruction ſhould enſue. 


VOL, I. H Dickſon, 


his opinion of the ſcene. 
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- Dickſon, who had never ſeen Mrs, 
St. John in a fit of the penitentials 
before, and concluding, therefore, that þ 
ſhe was really in a very bad way, had ; 
the addreſs to intimate as much to her 
nephews, without, being perceived by 
her, and adviſed them, by all means, to 
ſend for a phyſician. Diſtreſſed beyond 
meaſure they both left the room, and | 
_ Miſs Lawrence complaining ſhe. was 
very faint, Mrs. Dickſon conveyed her 
to a bed, in an adjoining chamber, 
that ſhe might repoſe herſelf a little 
before they went home; (Olivia and 
Lydia ſeating themſelves by her,) and 
returning to Mr. Jervais, aſked. hin 


le 


Mrs 
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| Mrs. St. John opened her eyes, and 
diſcovering every obſtacle fo unex< 
pectedly, and ſo agreeably removed, 
immediately conjured the young gen- 
tleman never to let it eſcape him he 
had ſeen Mrs. Dickſon any where ex- 
cept at the DEBATING CLUB, as one of 
| the auditors, and at the maſked ball. 
B Jcrvais delighted with the power of 
obliging a lady fo nearly allied to the 
lady of his heart, fell on his knees, 
and kiſſing her hand with profound 


devotion, promiſed religiouſly to ob= _ 


ſerve her requeſt in its utmoſt poſſible 
| latitude, : 


| Mrs. St. John affected to bluſh, and 
| looking at Mrs, Dickſon, gave a ſigh 
to the gentle youth whoſe paſſion ſhe 

H 2 _ feared,” 
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feared, as ſhe afterwards told her, 

would prove the bane of his exiſtence, 

footſteps on the ſtair caſe now alarmed 

her ear, nor was her mind at eaſe 

when ſhe beheld her nephews, accom- 
panied by a gentleman of the faculty, 
enter. You will have the goodneſ; 
to forgive us, faid Dennis, in anſwer 
to the air of countenance ſhe wore, if 
we have done too much—but we could | 
never have forgiven ourſelves if we 
had left any thing undone, that might 
eventually be of ſervice to you. The 
phyſician, laying down his muff and 
gloves, proceeded without further de- 
lay to feel her pulſe, declaring her 
caſe ſpaſmatic, called for pen, ink and 
paper, in order to write a preſcription. 


It is ee, cried Mrs. St. John, 
putting 
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| putting a handſome fee into his hand Ho 
—[ have met with a fright, ſir=the 
effects of which alone produce the 
ſpaſms you mention—and when I can 
recover the cauſe, I doubt not but the 
| conſequence will exiſt no longer. 
The phyſician, who had a' very 
agreeable perſon, finding himſelf fo 
well paid for his viſit, would gladly 
have obtained leave to viſit her again, 
| but ſhe perſiſted in begging to be EX= 
_ cuſed, for reaſons ſhe muſt alſo be ex- 
cuſed aſſigning, though her vanity 
was wounded unſpeakably all the time 
ſhe was paſſing this cruel ſentence 
upon ſo pleaſing a gentleman—when 
| the was certain, from the tender atten- 
tions he ſhewed towards her and her's, 
H 3 would 
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would: have rejoiced to lay his heart at 
her feet; politeneſs at length not per- 
mitting him to ſtay longer he bowed 
twice, thrice, and with apparent emo- 
tion, as Mrs. St. John obſerved to 
Mrs. Dickſon, withdrew. And what 
compenſation, cried Mrs. St. John, 
turning abruptly to Mr. Jervais, can 
we offer you, for your ſervices, having 
firſt learned to know how high to rate 
them. In ſhort, fir, with reſpect to 
female honor, my ſentiments are ſimi - 
lar to that celebrated Roman General, 
Virginius, who ſlew his beloved daugh- 
ter with his own hand to preſerve her 
perſon from violation; think then, O 
think, the gratitude I bear you. If 
Jam not too preſumptuous, having, 
by your commands, formed a ſecret 
wiſh, 
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wiſh, —ſpeak- it, cried ſhe, and 1 
in our power it ſhall be accompliſhed; 

F previouſly, however, ſaid Mr. Jervais, 
1 muſt mention, that my fortune is not 
deſpicable, of my education and ap- 
pearance you will judge for yourſelf, to 
be on your acquaintance liſt. I fear- 
ed as much, exclaimed Mrs. St. John, 
it is the very requeſt of all others out 
of my power to grant, but you muſt 
know our abſurdities that you may 
not diſpiſe our conduct, for whether 
from pride or from prudence, it is the 
etiquette 'at my brother's, both at 
home and abroad, for to be wholly 


and ſolely a FAMILY PARTY. In pub- 
lic we will evermore be happy to join 
you, though even then it muſt be 
done with due caution ; for as I would | 
B's not 
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not for the world have my brother 
Know the circumſtance of this night's 
unfortunate adventure, I muſt be 
guarded at all points in my notice of 
you. Mr. Jervais was much morti- 
fied by this reply — for if the ſervice 
he had rendered Miſs Lawrence, would 
not open her father's doors to him, he 
deſpaired of ever obtaining admiſſion 
—and now his fears for her health 
| preſſing forcibly upon his mind—he 
looked towards the apartment to which 
ſhe was retired, as a hint to her aunt, 
that it might be proper to aſk how 
ſhe did. My niece, cried Mrs, St. 
John, is it poſſible that we have all of 
us forgot my niece, and let the phy- 
fician go away without taking his opi- 
nion of her. Mrs, Dickſon haſtened 
| to 
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o repair her fault, and found all the 
young ladies charmingly, ſhe ſaid, and 
ready to go home whenever Mts: St. 

John pleaſ ed. A hackney co ach was 
accordingly ſent for, Mrs. St. John re- 
collecting, with much ſatisfaction, that 
| ſhe had ſettled with her brother not to 
uſe their own: carriage back, and the 
ladies being called for, joined the 
company.. Mr. Jervais laid infinite 


conſtraint on himſelf, in his general 
addreſs, and congratulatory compli- 
ments to the lovely trio, (as Mrs. St. 
John, whiſpering Dickſon, ſtyled her 
daughters and niece) and as ſeven was. 
all the coach could hold Having aſ- 
fiſted them into it, not being able 
otherwiſe to follow it, Mr. Jervais 
threw off his domino, mounted up 
| H s. behind, 
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behind, for the pleafure of ſeeing them 
ſaſe to their own houſe—in. other 
words how Miſs Jeſſy ſupported the 
fatigue of being conveyed there — and 
deſcending unobſerved, he beheld her 
walk into her father's houſe, and went 
to his lodgings with much ſatisfaction. 


C HAP. RX. 


2 # STROKE QF-FINESSE, | 
IR. Lawrence, fecure as he per- 
1 ſuaded himſelf he was in his 
| ſiſter's prudence: and diſcretion, went 
| to bed before ten o clock, and no vi- 
n . 
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| flon of his pillow giving him the 
lighteſt intimation of what had hap- - 
pened ; he only aſked on riſing, at his 
uſual hour in the morning, if they 
were all returned fafe—and being an- 
ſwered in the affirmative, went out 
quite happy; at breakfaft, however, 
for he waited for them till twelve, 
he was ſomewhat diſappointed; for, 
inſtead of the high glee with which he 
had expected them to give him the 
particulars of their evening's entertain- 
ment, he found every individual of 


them diſinclined to touch upon it, 
having pondered this extraordinary 
circumſtance in his mind; it occurred 
to him, and he was unable to ſup- 
preſs his riſibility, that his ſiſter muſt 
have diſcovered; as he had had a * 
; H 6 
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of preſentiment ſhe would, that how- 
ever well qualified ſhe might be to 
figure away in the city—ſhe had miſ- 
taken both her ground and her abili- | 
ties when ſeeking to enjoy,.a maſked _ 
ball, for as mixing with people of fa- 

ſhion, had never been a neceſſary in- 
gredient in his happineſs, he thought 
it very probable a woman born and 
bred on the other ſide of - temple bar, 
might feel an awkwardneſs when 
blended with thoſe of high rank and 
poliſhed manners—in ſo much that 

though one of the beſt natured men 
in the world, ſo whimſically and plea- 
ſantly did his imagination paint the 
groupe of cits to his eyes, that at 
length he laughed out- right to the 
amazement of all preſent, 


Vs. 


AMT PARTY. 1567 


Mrs. St. John, who was neverthe- 
les glad to ſee him ſo much at his eaſe 
could not ſuppreſs her - curioſity as to 
_ the cauſe of his mirth, ſaying nay, bro- 
ther, can it be fair to keep a good 
joke thus to yourſelf—for a good joke 
ic muſt certainly be, that can divert ſo 
highly; may be ſo fiſter replied the 
merchant ſtill laughing on, and may 
be not—but yqu ſhall find I can for 
once keep my own counſel—you have 
told me none of your gay frolics - and 
ſo to be even with you, I will not 
communicate mine, and what have 
you to ſay to that—is not tit for tat 
fair play oh all occaſions; worſe and 

- worſe, cried Mrs. St. John, but I own, 
brother, you have ſpoiled me hitherto 
by indulgence; villyos compromiſe the 

matter” 


+ 8 
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matter with us, and let us compare 
notes. No, no, ſaid the merchant, 
none of your after thoughts for me; if 
I ̃was not worthy to hear what you 
could relate, unbribed and unimpulf. 
ed by a deſire to dive into my private 
concerns, we will have nothing more 
to ſay to each other on the ſubject, 
but am L not to ſee our Lydia and 
Jeſſy this morning. 


Mrs. St. John, as Miſs Lawrence 
could not recover her ſpirits, artfully 
contrived that her couſin Lydia ſhould 
alſo abſent herſelf from the breakfaſt 
table, ſhe therefore, on enquiry, an- 
| ſwered they were both ſuch poor rakes. 
as to be a little indiſpoſed, and would, 
hy her advice, keep their chamber 
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with her apprehenſions and her pre- 


cautions, that Dennis Lawrence's 
change of countenance at this piece at 
news, wholly eſcaped her obſervation; 


not ſo his father, he had been a lover 


himſelf, and could therefore detect 


others, and being much delighted with 


the firſt ſymptoms of the kind he had 


ever perceived, for it was his ſecret de- 


ſire Dennis and Lydia ſhould make 


Choice of each other, he clapped him 


upon the ſhoulder, and told him he 
was rejoiced to find one of his family 
had eyes to-ſee, and ſenſibility to feel 


the merits of Lydia St. John. Mrs. 
St. John coloured at theſe words, and 
the breakfaſt being over noded to the 
yaung people to retire,. and thus be- 


ſpoke 


% 


* 
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ſpoke her brother. It would be well, 
faid ſhe, for parents in general, if they 
could guard their children from mix- 
ing with the oppoſite ſex, both males 
and females, for the hearts of young 


. conſequence ſuch as lead down to re- 


grets and difappointment ; but from 
our near relationſhip and the generoſi- 
ty of my brothers temper I can not 
fuppoſe "fo melancholy a fate awaits 
me or mine,. as to endanger, much 


leſs wound his repoſe, what. you be- 


hold us, you have made us—drawn 
from ſolitude, and advanced to proſ- 
perity; was it not the work of my 
brother's hands, educated, grown up 
under his roof; ſhould my daughters 
become his, ſhall I have aught to aſk 

R | of. 
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of Heaven but that they may be al. 
ways found worthy the bleſſings your 
countenance and —_ has beſtowed 
upon them. 


— 


Mr. Ann was ſo touched (as 
the lady intended he ſhould) by this 
fine ſpeech, that for ſome moments he 
had not the power to reply, but re- 
covering himſelf, and taking her by 
the hand, be our children united, ſaid 
he, I aſk no greater felicity, be thew 
choice our approbation, and my for- 
tune ſhall be rendered a common bleſ- 
ſing to them all. Having poured 
forth her moſt grateful acknowledge- 
ments; leave theſe matters then, moſt 
liberal minded of men, ſaid ſhe to me, 
I am no ſtranger to the ſtate of our 
children's 
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children's heart, and will, with-a truly 
maternal regard promote their happi- 
neſs, having ſo unexpectedly obtain- 
ed your ſanction for ſo doing, and 
what impediment could you, even in 
the fullneſs of your wiſdom, foreſee in 
this reſpect, replied the merchant, is 
not their birth equal to my ſons, and 
my ſuperiority of. caſh: to yours, a 
chance of the die - gold cannot buy 
virtue, for virtue is above all price 
and a union with your lovely girls will 
therefore, however deficient in the ar- 
ticle of fortune, enoble my offspring. 


But ſiſter, highly ſoever as 1 do 
think of your diſcernment and pene- 
tration, I muſt be allowed to repeat 


it, that if J have any n! in phyſiog- | 


nomy, 
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nomy, Dennis's heart is in Lydia's 
keeping not that I will pretend to 
ſay friendſhip is not affection or affec- 
tion friendſhip, in a worthy and a kind 
relative, yet the evident ſhock you 
mention of Lydia's indiſpoſition had 
upon his feelings ſeems to tell me a 
tale of ſtrange attachment. 5 


Mrs. St. John again conjuring him 
(for it was, ſhe ſaid, the proper pro- 
vence of a female) to leave the ma- 


nagement to her, under pretence of 


retiring to dreſs, marched off to talk 
the affair over with her beloved Dick- 
ſon. Mrs. Dickſon marvelled, in 
{ uniſon with Mrs. St. John's marvel- 
lings, at the blindneſs and folly Mr. 
Lawrence was guilty of in conceiving 
Lydia, not Miſs Olivia was Dennis's 

choice 
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choice—but he was always partial, 
ſaid Dickſon, to that young lady, and 
therefore, ſhe ſuppoſed, wiſhed to ſee 
her a lady mayoreſs before her elder 
ſiſter. But that is an event cried Mrs, | 
St. John (her face all in a flame) that 
ſhall never happen whilſt I am alive, 
for I think no city plot will be found 
an over-match for my {kill and poli- 
tics; Dennis is a kind hearted youth, 
and therefore ſay nothing of the near 
relationſhip being brought up from 
Infancy with the girl, has taught him- 

ſelf an intereſt in her health and wel- 
fare; and nothing more take my word 
for | it. Mrs. Dickſon was now called 
upon to receive a note, brought her 
by a chairman, it proved from Mr. 
Jervais to enquire after the ladies 
| healths, 


3 
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healths, profeſſing himſelf miſerable 
upon their account. Now this is an- 
other youth, cried Mrs. St. John, that 
my brother, if he was to ſee him in 
| company with -his niece Lydia, would 
be miſtaking for one of her lovers alſo, 
- though 1 think, Dickſon, both you 
and I can tell on what hinge his affec- 
tions turn, however, let me not pro- 
long his ſuſpence, we can take up the 
ſubject where we ſet it down, after his 
anſwer is diſpatched. On my word, 
Dickſon, he writes a ſweet hand, and 
his language breathes the tender paſ- 
ſion, he is miſerable on our account, 
miſerable to know how we do after the 
alarms and fatigues of the evening, 
and the poor fellow you ſee has the 
prudence to couch his enquiries in 

a 


3 h 
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ſuch general terms, that all may con- 
ceive themſelves an object of intereſt 
with him, whilſt only you and I know 
how to trace that intereſt to its literal 
magnet. TI 


The chairman was ſent back with 
thanks, and the agreeable informa- 
tion, that they were all quite different 
creatures, to thoſe he had parted with 
the preceding evening in the Hay- 
market in dreſs, in health and in 
ſpirits. You ſee, Dickſon, how much 
of the merchant has entered into my 
brother's compoſition, that though his 
own heart is replete with compaſſion 


and generoſity, ſufficient to incite him 


to perform every kind and benevolent 
action, he cannot forbear confounding 
JT thoſe 
"Mo | 


FAMILY PARTY.” 267 
| thoſe ſentiments in the breaſt of ano- 
ther with a ſiniſter motive—he him- 
ſelf would lament, even to tears,” if 
Lydia was dangerouſly ill, yet cannot 
ſee his ſon a little ſtartled on her ac- 
count, without concluding him to be 
her lover as well as her friend; yet if 
the ſecrets of all hearts could be explor- 


ed, it was the general concern that 


| alarmed him, not merely the indiſ- 
poſition of the ſingle individual but 
leaſt that indiſpoſition ſhould cauſe 
circumſtances to tranſpire to give me 
pain. But apropos, of ſecrets my bro- 
ther has given my curioulity warm 
exerciſe this morning in ſo much, 
Dickſon, that I wiſh you would make 
it your buſineſs to pick out of the ſer- 
vants, if you can, what paſſed in the 
5 fa ny 
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family before we aroſe—he laughed, 
Dickſon, in the firft inſtance J was 
aware, from ſome whimſical idea, but 
when the fit was once on him, laughed 
on, at the idea of having laughed me 
into an inquſitive mood, and given 
himſelf an opportunity of retorting 
upon us for omiting to entertain him 
with the particulars of the maſked 
ball, and indeed I confeſs it muſt ſeem 
odd, and therefore wonder I failed to 
guard againſt it, that ſuch a ſet of 
goflips as he was accuſtomed to find 
us on our return from any public 
place, ſhould fold ourſelves up in ſi- 
lence and reſerves, upon ſo new and 
grand a ſubje& as the maſquerade—I 
will, however, have another trial of 
kill with him before I ſleep, to draw 
ES him 
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| him before I ſleep, to draw him in to 
| confeſs what it was that ſo ſingularly 
diverted him. But what is to be' 
done, demanded ſhe, with this poor 
Jervais, for we ought not to forget 


his claims upon us, though he is too 
modeſt to remind us of them He 
remind you! cried Dickſon, he ſcorns 
it and therefore, replied Mrs. St. 
John, renders it our more immediate 
duty to do him juſtice he ſays he is a 
young fellow of fortune, and I believe 
him to be ſuch, for his exterior is ele- 
cant, and his education muſt have 
been liberal. But, Dickſon, did you” 
obſerve the phyſician; on my word 1 
| fancy he would gladly have preſented - 
me with a fee, to have had the honor 
of my acquaintance. He was very 
fir, in appearance as well as behaviour, 
„„ 8 for 


170. FAMILY PARTY. 
for his profeſſion, for his manners 
were ſoft, his expreſſions inſinuat- 
ing, and his eyes did you obſerve 

his eyes, Dickſon? O yes, madam, 

cried Dickſon, and what was the at- 

tractive object of his eyes into the 

bargain. I proteſt, Dickſon, ſaid the 

lady, if I have the fin of vanity to an- 

ſwer for, you are more than half as 

culpable as myſelf, for whether it is 

from your good natured temper, your 
partial view of all I. ſay and do, or 

from the reality of my deſervings, you 

are always ready, by your concurring 

voice, vith the voice of the multitude 
Eo fan the ſpark into a flame. I will, | 

5 however, acknowledge to you, which | 
+ alia part of the buſineſs, (from the na- I 


ture of things you mult be totally un- U 
| acquaiated 


C 
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acquainted with) that the inſtant he 


felt my pulſe I was convinced of the 
power my few charms had on his 


heart—but what does it avail me, ſitu- ' 

ated as I am, if I was to make as many 
conqueſts as the great Alexander of | Y 
old -muſt not be acceſſible — 5 
the FAMILY PARTY muſt bond my 1 
ſphere of connections; and who have 1 ö 

I to thank for that but my own too - - 

abundant anxiety to pleaſe Mr. Law- 

rence, and ſet his heart at reſt with 

reſpect to the ſafety of his children; 

and ſo far we ought tot mber I 

have been ſucceſsful, tha at I have 

brought my brother, wich tears in his 
eyes, to beſeech me to let my portion- : 

leſs daughters marry his affluent ſons ; 

there you will ſays there is my reward 

e —why 
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hy J grant you as much, if I was 
ninety, and that is at an age when all 


ſelf caſes ought to expire, and that it 


1s an honor to our nature to live for 


others; but, Dickſon, ha! ha! ak 
the phyſician his opinion, and be af. 
ſured he will tell you without a fee, 


that I am ſomewhat diſtant from the 


period that would juſtify me to my 


, own heart, if I was to forget my ill 


ſubſiſting claims; or ſuppoſe we refer 
ourſelves to poor Jervais— do you 
think we ſhould receive a verdict in 
our favour or not ; ha! Dickſon, but 
anſwer me not, for where things ſpeak 
themſelves—if humility aſks a filly 
queſtion, ſhe is not intitled to receive 
an anſwer, yet, madam, ſaid Dick- 


ſon, I much wiſh to. hear you reſolve 
your 
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your own queſtion — «© What do you 
mean to do with poor Mr. Jervats ? — 
will you not ſtrain a point in return 
for all he has done for you, no leſs in 
your own perſon than in the perſon of 
your niece—will you for ever deny 
him the ſatisfaction of converſing with 
you at your own houſe, for is not 
your brother's houſe to all intents and 


purpoſes yours, or what, let me aſk 
you, can he think of Mr. Lawrence if 


be is given to know his peculiarity of 
' temper ? Think him particular, re- 
plied Mrs. St. John, and carry his 
concluſions no farther; all this might 
ſit very eaſy, ſaid Dickſon, upon the 
feelings of any man but a lover; think 
of that madam—recolle& the grati- 
tude you owe him, and then if you - 
+ can 
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can hold him at a diſtance! why, 
Dickſon, faid the lady, why will you 
conjure up theſe tormenting ideas; 
can I undo what I repeatedly tell you 
my evil genius has done to diſtreſs and 
mortify me? 


In the midſt of this diſcourſe an 
alarm was ſpread that threw Mrs. St. 
John into indiſcribable terrors, Miſs | 
Lawrence was ſeized with a fever in 
conſequence of her fright, and called 
loudly for her deliverer to return him 
her thanks, £ 


- CHAP. 


r. 
A SICK CHAMBBR, | 
HE phyſician and Mr. Jervais | 
| were in a moment put to flight, 
and even , vanity itſelf for a moment 
expired, in the heart of Mrs. St. John, 
at this intelligence, ſhe flew (followed 
by her faithful Dickſon,) to the young 
lady's apartment - and found the me- 
lancholy report, alas, too true. 


I win not be withheld from ſeeing 
him, cried ſhe, from ſecing the gen- 


3 
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tleman that preſerved me from def. 
traction — ſome one has diſpatched 
him on my account, ſwords, ſwords are 
pointed at his breaſt—he ſhall not die, 
that I may live—=O what a return for 
his goodneſs to me—my brothers, my 
father—will no one ſave him, that ſav- 
ed me, added ſhe in a mournful and 
ſoftened voice, unleſs I ſee him I too 
mall die. 
Mrs. St. John, who was more than 
half diſtracted by what ſhe ſaw and 
heard, beſought her to compoſe her 
gentle ſpirits, all is well faid ſhe with 
us, with the gentleman to whom you 
are ſo much obliged; will you then 
be ill, to diſtreſs and afflict us all; 
unfortunately this was the very ſtring 
ſhe ought to have left untouched, 
afflict! 
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afflictl diſtreſs him, cried ſhe, with! a 
joud and ſhrill voice, I diſtreſs and 
afflict him let me rather be cut to 


atoms — let me ſuffer, if he is but ſpar- 


| ed, for I can bear every evil and every 
reproach but that of ingratitudde. 


O deareſt niece, cried Mrs. St. 
John, out of compaſſion to me, lower 
your voice; I took you to the maſked 
i ball, Heaven be my witneſs (pious 
woman as ſhe was lifting up her eyes 
to Heaven as ſhe made the aſſevera- 
tion) for your own pleaſure and amuſe- 
ment—what was a maſked ball to me 
—but for the delight I imagined it 
would give you and your brothers, 
puniſh me not therefore for a fault (if 
a fault I muſt deem it) that originated 
. folely 
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ſolely from tender regard. The gen. 
tle Jeſſy wept upon her aunt's ſhoul. 
der, who had ſo much wiſdom a 
not to reſtrain her tears. 


believe you love me, ſaid ſhe, but 
let me whiſper it in your ear, that to 
confirm the belief you muſt bring my 
deliverer to me; ſhall we profeſs and 
actually feel ourſelves happy when ve 
ſee a common, if agreeable, acquaint- 
ance, and have our hearts fly out un- 
bidden, to meet thoſe we call our 
friends, yet forget what is due to one 
that ought to be far above acquaint- 
ance or friend in our eſtimation, one 
that brings his life into hazard, to 
ſnatch us from a  previpice—O if this 


kind and wonderful gentleman yet 
. lives 
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lives, bring him to me that I mar 
thank him. 


Mrs. St. John was at her wits end, 
and in vain ſought for conſolation in | 
the tranquillity of Mrs. Dickſon's 
countenance ; the wonted tranquillity 
of Mrs. Dickſon's countenance was 
totally deranged by her beloved Miſs ” 
Lawrence's diſtreſs, and ſhe intreated 
(upon her knees intreated) Mrs. St. 
John would let her fly and fetch Mr. 
Jervais. If I could hope, faid Mrs. 
St. Jobn, any benefit from his pre- 
ſence to my niece, how gladly would 
1 conſent to what you ſolicit, and yet 
conſider, i is not honor more valuable 
than life, and in this age where is the 

man that could bear meekly the con- 
| ſequence 
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- ſequence my niece's anxiety to ſee 
him would give. | 


Dickſon was beſide herſelf, I con- 
jure you, deareſt madam, ſaid ſhe, 
by every tie of gratitude and obliga- 
tion to this ſweet creature's father, 
to leave nothing untried to reſtore 
_ her, he will break his heart, I ſhall 
break my heart if ſhe continues much 

longer in this perilous condition. 1 
| want no remembrancer replied Mrs, 
St. John, coldly, of what I owe my 
brother, he has had my ſervices if! 
have had his kindneſſes. Uſe not theſe 
killing words, cried Dickſon, with all 
the wildneſs of deſpair in her looks, 
you will never meet with one again ta : 
love and honor you as I do, but I will 
love 
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love poor Miſs Lawrence 45 tho? 
you was even to forbid my ſo doing, 
and will not leave a means within my 
knowledge or power uncxerted to 


make her eaſy. 


Then you will boldly, I. find, faid 
Mrs. St. John, haughtily, introduce 
into my brother's houſe, without my 
ſanction or his authority, a young fel- 
low dropped for aught you know from 
| the clouds, nay, not only into his 
houſe, but into his daughter's bed 


chamber, and is this the Dickſon I 5 


bave ſo long cheriſhed in my boſom— 
the Dickſon, whoſe company in my re- 
tired hours, was ſo neceſſary to my hap- 
pineſs, the Dickſon I once believed 
would have died to re the ſin- 

cerity 


2 2 
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cerity 2 her attachment to me. Mrs. 
St. John here pauſed, but to her 
equal diſappointment and mortifica- 
tion found Mrs. Dickſon both unmelt- 
ed and undiſmayed. 1 have never, 
madam, offended you, ſaid ſhe, or 

deſerved your diſpleaſure, in thought, 
word, or deed, therefore will not up- 


on this occaſion, be moved by unjuſt 
reproaches; if you conceive me a mere 
machine, to be worked at vour will, 
you have greatly miſtaken me, had I 
not always thought you right, I would 
long ſince have convinced you I had 
the courage to tell you I thought you 
wrong—and I here now folemnly de- 
clare, I will return to my cottage in 
the country, which I have left un- 


—_ ſolely for the pleaſure of 
paſſing 
* 5 
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5 paſſing my time wich you, and endea- 
vour to forget I ever knew you. 


Mrs. St. John was petrified with 
aſtoniſhment—the all gentle, the all 
uncontending Dickſon, now arming 
herſelf at all points againſt the woman 
who believed her to be her foot- 
ſtool. | 


But not knowing what to reply, 
for ſhe was not to be told that Dick- 
fon, though ſlenderly provided for, 
had a proviſion before ſhe had ever 
joined hands with her, and would, if 
their friendly union was ever ſo vio- 
lently diſſolved, began to draw in her 
borns, (as ſhe mentally phraſed it) and 
at once to diſarm poor Dickſon's re- 
ſentment, 


1 FAMILY PARTY. 
Guinea, and to relieve her wounded 
pride—burſt out into a flood of tears. 


There never was ſure upon earth, 
cried ſhe, ſo unfortunate a woman as 
I am, blanch, my little dog and all 
think they have a rght to bark at the 
fallen Mrs. St. John — for fallen I 
ſurely am, from the ſiſter of one of 
the firſt merchants. in the firſt city in 
the whole world, and the wife of a 
man of fortune and family, to be re- 
duced into a dependent upon Mrs. 
Dickſon's. ſmiles—but go, madam, 
go to your boaſted cottage — and 
ſhould any kind thought of the wo- 
man you leave behind ſteal acroſs 
your heart—recolle& you have left 
her involved in wretchedneſs, from 

whence, 


, 
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whence, perhaps, your once friendly 


hand could extricate her- and then— 2 


remember her no more. And thus it 
was the great Alexander, obtained all 
his conqueſts, for by leaving his vete- 
rans free to depart, he bound them 

with a tenfold cord to his intereſts— 
therefore, who ſhall call Mrs. Dick- 
ſon a weak woman, becauſe her gene- 
rous and compaſſionate turn of tem- 
per would not permit her to deſert 

her friend in her hour of need. 


She wept like a child, on behold- 
ing Mrs. St. John's obedient tears; 
why do we diſagree, madam, ſaid 
ſhe, when our hearts at bottom are 
the ſame — you wiſh to ſave your niece 
and I think I know the means, ſhould 
| . my 


186 FAMII v PARTY. ; 
my method fail of ſucceſs, may yours, 
however otherwiſe directed, anſwer the 
defired purpoſe; Mrs. St. ohn held 
out her hand--which Dickſon, eager. 
Jy kiſſed in token of renewed amity— 
and ſet off with full powers in queſt of 
Mr. Jervais to bring him even into 
Miſs Lawrence's chamber without her 
father's knowledge, as it was obvious 
this important reconciliation was not 
to be bought at a leſs price. 


CA. 
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CHAT. xi. 
OOR Mrs. Dickſon had, how- 


ever ſuch ill ſucceſs in her em-  _ 


baſſy that Mr. Jervais was no where 
to be found—ſhe wrung her hands'in 
the deepeſt diſconſolation and declared 
even at the debating club room, ſhe 
would never return home until he met 
with him. The people who happened 
to be well appriſed of the conſequence 

Mr. Jervais deemed it to be informed, 
| Whenever this woman paid him a viſit 

L —fallied | 
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—fallied forth a ſecond time in ſearch 
of him—when Jo! having traverſed | 
ſtreets without- number, where ſhould 
ſhe find him—but in the very ſtreet 
where Mr. Lawrence dwelt, paying his 


adoration to the pagod which contain. 
ed the goddeſs of his adoration, Being, 
told how earneſt Mrs. Dickſon (a 
from deſcription he knew it muſt be) 
was to ſpeak to him, his heart caught 
he knew not what of alarm — ſhould 
Miſs Lawrence he ſhot forward like 
an arrow from a bow, to receive her 
commands; but all the preparations 
they could give him was not ſufficient 
do fortify him againſt the ſhock of her 
appearance—her eyes were red with 
tears, and her dreſs diſordered. 


Where- 
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| Wherefore, cried he, breathleſs with 
| apprehenſion, wherefore do I behold 
you thus—Mrs. Dickſon, (a ceremo- 
ny he could have diſpenſed with) beg- 
ged he would be ſeated and ſhe would 
tell him all. er 


But in like manner with the young 
man who told the judge he could give 
twenty reaſons why a witneſs eſſential 
to the ſupport of the cauſe happened 
not to be produced in court and be- 
ginning with, © an pleaſe you my lord, 


in the firſt place, he has been dead 


theſe three months — was told not to 
trouble himſelf to proceed farther” — 
when Mrs. Dickſon had got it out, 


that 3 Lawrence was dying, but 
declared 


— — nie or ern o 
—— — - 


10 _ FAMILY PARTY. 


declared ſhe could not die in peace 


without thanking Mr. Jervais for his 
goodneſs to her it was unneceſſary 
for her to add another word to com- 


pleat his deſpair. Dying, cried he, as 


ſoon as he could ſpeak—Miſs Lay- 


rence dying— is that the agreeable 
news I flattered myſelf you had to tell 


me- periſnh every power of that bane- 


ful eloquence that opened a way to 
her deſtruction — lovelieſt and moſt 
amiable of creatures, ſhall I never be- 


hold thee more. Yes, fir, ſaid Dick- 


ſon, wiping her eyes—it is for the 
very purpoſe of your ſeeing her once 
again that I come—Mrs. St. John, 
herſelf, begs, as nothing elſe will ſatisfy - 
hec that without delay, you will attend 


her—but much, I fear, added the | 


good 


= 


— 
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good woman — tears flowing-down her” 
cheeks, you will only arrive to tee her 


| expir E. 


Mr. Jervais jumped up- let us be- 
gone, cried he, the torture of ſuſ- 
pence is what I am unable to endure. 
But an account of his introduction, 
and its conſequences, muſt be 2 


for another chapter. 1 
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This Ancient Chronicle, like the Tales of other 

Times, is entertaining and intereſting.—It pretends 

not, however, to real Antiquity, nor is it a ſucceſs- 

ful Imitation—Modern Refinements glare through | 
* the Veil, and the political Speculations of our re 

forming Neighbours give a ſtriking Hue to the 

Whole. M. DE GORGY contraſts the op- 

preſſive with the benevolent Lords; but gives the 
Vetory to the Latter. 
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